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DR. BOYD CREASMAN

I write to you as Interim President of West Vir-
ginia Wesleyan College.  Serving as President 
has been an unbelievable honor.  This position 
has made me even more mindful of how won-
derful the Wesleyan community truly is—from 
the students and alumni to the faculty and staff.

This year marks an important time in the history of the 
College, as we await the arrival on July 1 of our nine-
teenth President, Dr. Joel Thierstein.  We look forward 
to his fresh perspectives and strategic initiatives as 
Wesleyan embarks on its 127th year.  

Recently, I heard someone say that small liberal arts 
colleges will always be around and that despite the 
challenges, this kind of experience is too valuable not 
to continue to appeal to students.  I agree with that 
statement, but I think it is important that we all work 
to make sure Wesleyan does not merely survive, but 
continues to thrive.

I hope all of you know that we cannot make it without 
the support of our friends and alumni.  Your support—
from generous giving to recruiting students and offering 
many other gifts of your time and effort—truly makes 
a difference in the quality of the student experience.  
We cannot adequately express our gratitude to you.  It 
means so much.

Always remember that what we do for the College is an 
investment in our future.  Each year, we graduate men 
and women who make a difference in their communi-
ties, enjoy many wonderful professional accomplish-
ments, and live a richer life because of their Wesleyan 
experience.  Let’s continue to work to make this experi-
ence valuable for future members of the Orange Line!

Best wishes to one and all,

Dr. Boyd Creasman

This position has made me 
even more mindful of how 

wonderful the Wesleyan 
community truly is—from the 

students and alumni to the 
faculty and staff.

~Dr. Boyd Creasman
Interim President of 

West Virginia Wesleyan College
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Dr. Thierstein comes to 
Wesleyan after serving 
as the executive vice 
president and provost at 
Mount St. Joseph Uni-

versity in Cincinnati, OH.  His résumé 
includes a long list of academic, edu-
cational, and personal achievements. 
He has held positions at Kentucky State 
University, Rice University, Oregon 
State University, Baylor University, Pur-
due University of Calumet, Southern 

Illinois University at Edwardsville, and 
Syracuse University.  

A firm believer in the liberal arts, Dr. 
Thierstein is excited for this new op-
portunity.

“Public awareness of the value of a lib-
eral arts education is on the upswing,” he 
stated.  “We are living in a world of rapid 
change. A liberal arts education prepares 
people to deal with change.  Without a 
liberal arts education, individuals experi-
ence employability obsolescence and 

discouraging self-fulfillment voids more 
rapidly than those with a liberal arts 
education because of the inability to deal 
with change.” 

A product of a Methodist education 
himself, Dr. Thierstein is also enthusias-
tic about Wesleyan’s mission and church 
relations.

“Wesleyan’s mission talks about the 
intersection of Christian faith and liberal 
arts, and that is a really interesting philo-
sophical view when approaching the 

“West Virginia is one of the few places in the world where I 
stopped and asked myself, ‘Why doesn’t everyone live here?’” 
Dr. Joel Thierstein, Wesleyan’s president-elect, stated.  “West 
Virginia is one of the most beautiful places on earth.  There is 
no season when West Virginia is not beautiful.”

DR. JOEL THIERSTEIN:
Wesleyan’s 19th President

WEST VIRGINIA WESLEYAN COLLEGE
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liberal arts,” he said. “I am an academic 
at heart, so the intellectual perspective 
from which to approach a problem is 
really interesting.”

The journey that brought Dr. Thier-
stein to the collegiate presidency has 
included various events and influences.  

“I have been interested in becoming 
a college president for a long time,” he 
said.  “While traveling in different parts 
of the United States, I would stop in 
to visit college campuses.  If possible, 
I would visit with the President and 
inquire about their road to presidency.  
I received a variety of answers, but the 
one consistent theme I heard was that 
there is no one path to becoming a col-
lege president.”

One success that helped lay the foun-
dation for his presidential role has been 
working with other professionals from 
all corners of the globe.

Dr. Thierstein, along with four oth-
ers, founded Peer 2 Peer University 
(P2PU) in 2009, a nonprofit online 
open learning community that allows 
users to organize and participate in 
courses and study groups to learn 
about specific topics.  Offering some 
of the features of open online courses, 
P2PU is focused on people sharing 
their personal knowledge on a topic 
or learning about a topic offered by 
another user in a do-it-yourself course, 
resulting in anyone being able to take 
or teach a course.

P2PU was one of the many col-
laborative projects that Dr. Thierstein 
has been a part of that has pushed the 
boundaries of education.

“This was an amazing group of 
people to work with.  We all brought 
different skills to the table.  We pushed 
education in directions that had never 
been tried,” he recounts.  “In fact, Peer 
2 Peer University is still at the cutting 
edge of education.”

In 2011, Dr. Martha Kanter, the 
Under Secretary of the United States 
Department of Education, asked Dr. 
Thierstein to join her team to lead and 
inform the crafting of United States 
higher education policy.  Dr. Thierstein 
was “honored to serve.”  

“What I learned most from working 
in the Department of Education was 
patience,” he said.  “It takes time for 

democracy to work.  You have to be 
patient through the process.  It is diffi-
cult to compare the federal government 
with other organizations because of the 
sheer size and scope of the operation.”  

A lesson of patience is something he 
will bring with him when transitioning 
to Wesleyan.  “Patience is important in 
all parts of life,” stated Dr. Thierstein.  
“Knowing when to be patient and 
when to move initiatives forward is the 
key.”

With significant experience in higher 
education, he states that his first prior-
ity when he arrives is ‘to listen, watch, 
and learn.’  “For someone who comes 
to the institution from the outside, 
listening, watching, and learning are 
very important to understanding the 
culture of the community,” shared Dr. 
Thierstein.  “I am excited to spend time 
on campus just listening.”

Gavin Appleby ’76, chair of the 
Board of Trustees and head of the 
presidential search committee, shared 
that over 100 well-qualified candidates 
applied for this opportunity, but that 
Dr. Thierstein’s knowledge and reputa-
tion in higher education helped solidify 
the Board’s decision.

“Joel has succeeded everywhere he 
has been due to his knowledge of what 
it takes to be a successful college, his 
amazing ability to engage with people, 
and his innovative ways of leading,” 
said Appleby.

Appleby continued that Dr. Thier-
stein also understood Wesleyan and its 
unique personality.

“While he is fully supportive of our 
wonderful culture and atmosphere, he 
also brings new ideas to the table that 
will enable us to continue to advance 
in the ever-changing world of post-
secondary education,” he said.

Dr. Thierstein understands the 
importance of effective messaging both 
within the College and externally.

“A communication background 
is invaluable when it comes to relat-
ing to the different constituents you 
work with as president,” commented 
Thierstein.  “This expertise has also 
helped me relate to the media and to 
understand the nuances of interper-
sonal, small group, and mass audience 
settings.”

Dr. Thierstein’s experiences will also 
prove critical in terms of new student 
recruitment.  He sees personalized 
messaging as the future of recruitment, 
noting there are myriad ways to reach 
new students.

“Small, liberal arts colleges are in a 
much more competitive environment 
these days,” he said.  “Emphasizing 
the exceptional quality of a Wesleyan 
education is critical to recruitment. 

“I am looking forward to working 
with Wesleyan’s wonderful faculty and 
staff,” he continued.  “The admissions 
process at Wesleyan is one of the best I 
have ever seen.  The admissions staff is 
amazing, and the faculty complement 
the admissions process in exem-
plary ways.  This is indicative of what 
Wesleyan has to offer.  There are some 
really special people here.”

Because Dr. Thierstein also has 
extensive work in development, he will 
focus on nurturing the alumni and 
donor base of the College.  With expe-
rience at the major donor level, he has 
the knowledge to help grow Wesleyan’s 
financial support.

When Dr. Thierstein is not working, 
you can find him spending time with 
his daughter, Emily.  They enjoy travel-
ing to visit family and friends across 
the country.  Dr. Thierstein also enjoys 
spending time in the kitchen. “Cook-
ing is a wonderfully creative outlet for 
me,” he said.  He is known for his sugar 
cookies.

Dr. Thierstein believes very strongly 
in servant leadership. “As an adminis-
trator, my role is to facilitate the educa-
tional process on the campus.  My job 
is to help those around me to be the 
most effective they can be.

“I have had a passion for education 
my entire life,” stated Dr. Thierstein.  
He is excited to join the community, 
especially the Wesleyan community 
that extends around the world.

Dr. Thierstein earned a doctorate, a 
master’s and bachelor’s degree from the 
Newhouse School of Public Communi-
cations at Syracuse University.  He also 
holds a J.D. from Syracuse University, 
E.I. White College of Law.
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I first learned about West Virginia Wes-
leyan College when my sister attended 
school here from 1995-1999.  I attended 
a very large university and envied the 
relationships she had with the faculty.  
When I decided to return to the area from 
teaching in Washington, D.C., I found the 
perfect job in administration at Wesleyan 
working with international and minority 
students under Dr. Trina Dobberstein, 
former vice president for student develop-
ment.  I found myself teaching adjunct 
courses and decided to return to school 
to work on my doctorate in history.  My 
doctoral fields are 19th and 20th century 
U.S. history, Africa, and world history, 
with an emphasis on China.  I enjoy 
teaching on the subjects of conflicts and 
people’s movements in modern history 
through area studies or comparative his-
torical and political perspectives.  

This leads to quite diverse course offer-
ings.  Some semesters I will be teaching 

U.S. History, African-American History, 
and International Organizations, while 
others may find me teaching World His-
tory from a Regional Perspective, Modern 
African History, and the Great Migration. 
Every single day, I feel like I am revealing 
the secrets of our past to our students,  
from the emergence of plastic surgery 
during World War I to the realization that 
the Civil Rights movement was deeply 
embedded in the Cold War.  I always tell 
my students that our history is not very 
pretty, but it is up to them to own it and 
make the world a better place. Is there a 
finer way to make the world a better place 
than to see the world firsthand?  

I had the privilege of working with John 
Saunders, Hon. ’14, associate professor 
of English, Emeritus, before he 
retired, and I have never been 
more inspired in my life.  He 
encouraged me to work with our 
study abroad students, which led 

to building our Wesleyan Abroad pro-
gram.  Some of our alumni and friends 
of the College have offered our students 
unparalled financial support to study in-
ternationally.  It is my hope our students 
will have increased opportunities to study 
during semesters and be able to access 
global internships. We are currently 
developing the Wesleyan Abroad program 
to serve students who wish to study out 
of the country.  I enjoy guiding them into 
these life-changing opportunities.  The 
real dividend, however, is seeing how 
their experiences enhance their connec-
tion to the world and how they develop 
a level of empathy for the countries they 
visit and the people they meet. 

TAMARA DENMARK BAILEY

West Virginia 
Wesleyan College 

has a rich history of attracting 
quality faculty who eagerly 

share their expertise in their 
field as well as their friendship.  
In continuing with this tradition, 
here is a glimpse of four of the 
College’s young “faculty stars” 

who we believe represent 
the best of Wesleyan in the 
classroom. Read about their 

journey to West Virginia 
Wesleyan College and why they 

enjoy teaching at 
“Our Home Among the Hills.”

AssistAnt Professor of History  bAiley_t@wvwc.edu

I am pretty sure I have the 
best job in the world.  
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When people ask me about my job, my 
response is always, “There is nothing I 
would rather be doing!”  I absolutely love 
teaching at my alma mater, although I 
teach a class that many are not excited to 
take.  In fact, the common response I get 
in public when I tell people I teach sta-
tistics and economics is, “Let me tell you 
how much I hated that class…”  When 
asked, on the first day of class, many of 
our students have a similar opinion.  It is 
my goal every semester to show students 
that we can break the concepts down and 
that they can do this. I want to help them 
because statistics are useful for making 
business decisions.  

While statistics is the course I have had 
the pleasure of teaching almost every 
semester for the past 10-plus years, I also 
teach economics courses. I may be biased 
but I wish every student could take an 
economics course prior to graduating.  

This field explains what happens in the 
world, from pricing of products and 
wages, to viewing issues from perspec-
tives of efficiency and equity. My two 
favorite courses to teach are Public 
Sector Economics, focusing on govern-
ment and voting, and Sport Economics, 
a behind-the-scenes look at professional 
and collegiate athletics.  

Through the past year, I was blessed 
with the opportunity to take part in the 
Leadership West Virginia program.  I 
traveled the state with a diverse group 
of 50 leaders, together learning about 
the beauty of West Virginia as well as its 
strengths and challenges.  This program 
was an incredible experience; I took 
something from every 
meeting back to my 
courses at Wesleyan.

It will always be my 
honor to work with our 

students, whether in the classroom or in 
Enactus (formerly SIFE).  However this 
is not a one-way street.  The students, 
both current and former, continue to 
make me smile, whether it be a student 
who has had me for several semesters 
stopping by to say they are upset they do 
not have one of my courses this semester, 
or an alumnus sending me a message 
about how they have seen something 
that brought them back to a topic they 
learned in one of my courses.  

It is my honor and privilege to teach 
at West Virginia Wesleyan College, and 
I can truly say that there is no place I 
would rather be.

KELLY TERHANE SHARP ’03
AssistAnt Professor of business HugHes_k@wvwc.edu

I absolutely love teaching 
at my alma mater...
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JAMES MOORE
I was finishing my master’s degree in 

jazz studies at the University of the Arts 
in Philadelphia in 2006 when I learned 
that there might be a position available 
at West Virginia Wesleyan College. I 
was born and raised in Morgantown, 
and both of my parents are from Elkins. 
Even though I left West Virginia for my 
schooling, I was always aware of the 
quality of the music program at Wes-
leyan.  

I was having a great time in Philadel-
phia freelancing on the jazz scene, but 
the pull to come “home” to West Virginia 
was really strong. My hope was to try to 
foster a jazz program that respected the 
traditions of our music and served West 
Virginians. Teaching and mentoring has 
always been very important to me, and 
I have never separated my career as a 
professional jazz musician from that of 
my teaching. 

What I have found at Wesleyan is a 
place that values both aspects of my skill-
set. This place values great teaching and 
expects that of its faculty. I am amazed at 
how supportive the institution is of my 
desire to bring my professional contacts 
and experiences into the classroom. I tell 
colleagues at larger institutions that I am 
lucky because everyone here is positive 
and willing to help.

My goal each semes-
ter is simple: I want 
our students to be able 
to function as profes-
sional jazz music edu-
cators among the larger 
community of players. 
We accomplish this by 
forging and foster-
ing relationships with 
the Pittsburgh jazz 
community and beyond, and by giving 

our students the musical and personal 
tools to be successful. We value jazz as a 
discipline that leads students to versatil-
ity as music performers. Wesleyan has 
an amazing music faculty and incredibly 
dedicated and passionate students. I have 
truly found my home among the hills.

AssociAte Professor of Music  dePArtMent cHAir Moore_j@wvwc.edu

We value jazz as a discipline 
that leads students to 
versatility as music performers.
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JOANNA McQUAID WEBB ’07
I earned my Bachelor of Science degree 

in chemistry from West Virginia Wesley-
an College in 2007. As an undergraduate 
student, I fell in love with research while 
working with Dr. Edward Wovchko, 
professor of chemistry. Not knowing 
what else to do with my life, I went on to 
graduate school in chemistry at North 
Carolina State and ultimately landed 
at the University of Virginia when my 
research advisor moved. I really enjoyed 
being a teaching assistant in graduate 
school and remembered Dr. Allen Ham-
ner ’63, professor of chemistry, Emeritus, 
encouraging me to consider teaching. 

Before defending my dissertation, I was 
able to come back to Wesleyan to present 
a research talk. I discovered then that the 
chemistry department was going to have 
an open position and jumped at the op-

portunity to apply.  Now in my fifth year, 
I absolutely love being in the classroom 
and the lab with students. It is particular-
ly fun to work with students as freshmen 
in General Chemistry and then again as 
upperclassmen in the research lab. By 
that time, they 
have grown and 
developed good 
skills so that they 
genuinely want 
to learn more. I 
no longer have 
to convince 
them that the 
coursework is interesting or important 
for their futures as scientists; they get it. 
It is very rewarding to watch them attend 
graduate schools and study chemistry, 
medicine, and pharmacy. 

As for my desired outcomes each se-
mester, the chemistry courses I teach are 
very content driven. There is a lot of ma-
terial to cover in a short amount of time. 
What I hope students take away from my 
classes is the bigger picture–why those 

topics are important and applicable to 
their lives.  They do not have to leave 
being as excited about chemistry as I am, 
but I hope they are able to appreciate it. 

AssistAnt Professor of cHeMistry webb_j@wvwc.edu

What I hope students take away from 
my classes is the bigger picture–
why those topics are important and 
applicable to their lives. 
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Since 2014, the sounds of the 
rejuvenated Bobcat Marching 
Band have filled the air at West 
Virginia Wesleyan College. The 
band returned to campus under the 
direction of Logan Lindsey after a 
35-year hiatus.

The history of the original march-
ing band stretches back into the 
1910s, with photographs showing 
an impromptu groups of musicians 
gathered on the Upshur County 
courthouse steps to welcome back 
the 1913 football team, which had 
upset West Virginia University. The 
first known printed reference to an 
athletic band came in 1922, though 
it appears that the group only 
performed music from the stands 
of the football stadium. By 1938, 
the musicians had taken to the field 
as drill was added, and in October 
of that year, the band traveled to 
Morgantown to march in a parade 
and perform a field show at one of 
the final football games Wesleyan 
would play against its Morgantown 
rival. As with many things, the out-
break of World War II interrupted 
the marching band’s progress, with 

most men deployed overseas and 
resources directed toward the war 
effort on the home front. By 1947, 
however, the band had regained its 
former momentum and continued 
supporting Wesleyan athletics and 
boosting community spirit until 
quietly disbanding during the 1978-
1979 school year.

When Lindsey came to Wesleyan 
in January 2014, his mission was 
clear: rebuild the marching band, 
fill its roster, and prepare the group 
for an inaugural season that would 
take place in less than eight months. 
It was a daunting task, but around 
30 enthusiastic students joined the 
ranks, ready to make history and 
return the Bobcat Marching Band 
to its former glory.

Christen Saab of Bridgeport, 
WV, a sophomore at the time, was 
selected as the first drum major, 
and helped lead the band through 
their first field show, “Soundscape.” 
She witnessed firsthand the growth 
and evolution of the ensemble from 
atop her podium, including the ad-
dition of new traditions such as the 
Bobcat Fanfare and a new drum line 

cadence. Saab completed her third 
year as drum major in 2016, having 
led the band in numerous athletic 
and community performances.

“It has been an honor to lead this 
band for the past three seasons,” 
she said. “Watching the band grow, 
both in terms of members and also 
in terms of musicianship, has given 
me faith that this trend will con-
tinue in future marching seasons. It 
is incredible to see how some of my 
fellow students have stepped up and 
taken on leadership roles within the 
band. This program has definitely 
enriched my time at Wesleyan.”

By its second year, the Bobcat 
Marching Band numbered over 50 
students, and had added a number 
of color guard members.

“Leaders began stepping up,” said 
Lindsey. “We were a band made up 
almost entirely of freshmen and 
sophomores, where the majority 
of students came from the existing 
student body in the first year, and 
added new freshman recruits in the 
second year.” 

Recognizing the importance of 
connecting the new band members 

MARChING Forward: 
The Bobcat Marching Band Builds on Traditions
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to traditions that came before, 
Lindsey uncovered and re-arranged 
the Wesleyan fight song, Hail to 
Old  Wesleyan, which had been lost 
for a number of years. Creating 
new traditions was also important, 
and Lindsey decided that the band 
would debut a new drum cadence 
each year. The group also began 
branching out in its second year, 
performing as a pep band at three 
of the biggest men’s basketball 
games of the season. Winter Guard 
also started in that year, where color 
guard members perform indoors to 
recorded music.

The band also added a new com-
munity performance to its schedule, 
helping celebrate Wesleyan’s 125th 
anniversary with a performance 
at Buckhannon’s summer Festival 
Fridays series.

“Festival Fridays was a great way 
for the band to raise awareness of 
what we were doing and become 
integrated with the community 
even more,” stated Lindsey. “The 
purpose of the band is to bring the 
community together in support of 
Wesleyan; our public appearances 
do exactly that. And it has been 
great to see community members so 
excited about what we are doing.”

The 2016 field show, titled “Tune 
In,” featured the music of Michael 
Bublé and was performed by more 
than 70 members utilizing full 
instrumentation. Lindsey foresees a 
number of next steps for the band, 
including purchasing uniforms 
with the help of alumni donors and 
friends. “Having uniforms will be 
amazing, but we plan on always tak-
ing steps to grow and improve each 
year,” Lindsey noted. “Within the 
next five years, we would like to be 
self-sustaining in terms of numbers 
and always adding additional mem-
bers. I would also like to see a band 
trip take place as a reward for the 
students’ hard work.”

If you are interested in sponsoring a marching band 
uniform for $500, or making a gift toward the 

Bobcat Marching Band program, please contact: 
Office of Advancement

(304) 473-8600

MARChING Forward: 
The Bobcat Marching Band Builds on Traditions
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West Virginia Wesleyan College was the recipient of a United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) Specialty Crop Block Grant totaling $25,000, one of 10 
schools in West Virginia to be awarded funding.  The Center for Community En-
gagement & Leadership Development (CCE) will be using these funds, in combi-
nation with a $2,000 Try This! West Virginia mini grant, to construct a greenhouse 
behind the Dunn Hall parking lot.

“The goal of this project is to provide nutritious food products in a farm-to-
school sourcing,” stated LeeAnn Brown ’00, director of the CCE.  “We want to 
create in-house local food crop production and give our students an awareness of 
food-to-table cooking.”

The 26’ x 48’ high tunnel greenhouse will contain a work station and 11 raised 
beds that Wesleyan students will use to grow food that will be given in part to 
Aladdin Food Services, Inc. at Wesleyan as well as to the Upshur Parish House for 
the food pantry.  Another partner, the Child Development Center of Central West 
Virginia (CDC), will have their own raised bed to grow something of their choos-
ing in order to teach the children enrolled there about growing plants.  Aladdin at 
Wesleyan is the first dining service in the company’s network that will have access 
to a greenhouse which helps serve their community.

“Our company is committed to delivering the freshest overall experience for our 
customers here at Wesleyan,” stated Patrick O’Brien, food services assistant direc-
tor and executive chef at Wesleyan.  “What better way to accentuate that commit-
ment than to grow our own produce in Wesleyan soil?  We can now show students 
where their food comes from, how it was produced, and who touched it.  No 
artificial colors or flavors are being added, all natural fertilizers and pesticides will 
be used, and we will not utilize any varnishes or waxes.”  

Signage will be placed in the cafeteria to inform students they are eating Wesley-
an-grown produce, and eventually Brown sees the space surrounding the green-
house to be expanded to include picnic tables and common spaces to commune.

Going Green
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Another program that will 
benefit from the greenhouse 
is a twice-a-month cook-
ing class that is hosted by 
O’Brien at the Parish House.  
The classes, which began in 
October, teach how to boost 
nutrition in cooking with a 
hands-on demonstration.

“Until the greenhouse is 
built, I utilize all donated 
food from Aladdin to operate 
the cooking classes,” O’Brien 
stated.  “Everything is fresh, 
and all food will come from 
the greenhouse once it is 
fully operational.  We believe 
that this should not be at the 
expense of the Parish House, 
as we wanted to create some-
thing that would directly 
benefit the community and 
not be costly.”

Currently, the Parish House 
serves around 100 families 
a week in many different ca-
pacities, including emergen-
cy food and utility service.  
Rev. Alicia Randolph Rapk-
ing, director of the Upshur 
Parish House, has already 
seen the positive impact the 
cooking classes have had in 
the community.

“The emphasis of tak-
ing traditional meals and 
cooking them in a healthy 

manner, along with learning 
new skills to help with faster 
meal preparation, has been 
encouraging for our partici-
pants,” she stated.  

“They are becoming more 
comfortable in the kitchen 
and are thinking more about 
how food can be healthy.  
This will continue to make 
an impact as we have more of 
our families involved.”

Rev. Rapking commented 
that attendance has been 
growing steadily for the 
classes, and a good mix 
of participants has been 
involved.

“We have had a number of 
our neighbor families, college 
students, and some of our 
volunteers.  This is a good 
cross-section of the com-
munity and helps eliminate 
economic barriers,” she said.  
“Cooking and sharing food 
together breaks down those 
walls and reminds us all that 
humanity thrives when we 
are caring for each other.”

This greenhouse will 
provide a model for other 
campuses to further their 
sustainability efforts.

“We hope to start out 
by growing four different 
crops,” stated Brown.  “We 

want students to be able to 
be involved with a project 
that exhibits collaborative 
partnerships, support goals 
of local community agencies, 
and for students to under-
stand that you can produce 
food locally that it is part of a 
sustainable effort.”

The greenhouse kit will be 
ordered and built between 
April and May as weather 
permits.  An additional part-
nership with Buckhannon-
Upshur High School and 
Joe Hymes, coordinator for 
Future Farmers of America 
(FFA) at the high school, 
has also been formed where 
Wesleyan’s crop seeds will be-
gin germination at the high 
school under supervision of 
FFA students and then be 
transplanted to the raised 
beds on campus.  Brown 
imagines that once the 
process is set into motion, a 
good amount of produce and 
expansion will come from 
the effort.

For more information or to get involved, 
please contact 

LeeAnn Brown
brown_l@wvwc.eduM

O
RE

in
fo

Chef Patrick demonstrating food preparation during 
a cooking class at the Parish House.
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“Our goal is to keep 75% 
of the food at Wesleyan for 
Aladdin’s use, while donat-
ing 25% to the Parish House,” 
stated Brown.  “This is the 
beginning of something that 
could be a distinctive Wes-
leyan feature.  Collaborating 
with the community directly 
benefits our students, and 
they will receive a good lesson 
in food sustainability.”

As the project progresses, 
the CCE is hoping to lean 
on already interested faculty, 
staff, students, and commu-
nity partners to be involved.

“We have received a high 
level of interest already from 
faculty to use the high tunnel 
as a learning lab for their 
students,” Brown said. “There 
has been a consistently posi-
tive response to the news that 
Wesleyan will have a green-
house.”
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Homecoming 
2016

Pamela Balch ’71 was the featured speaker for the Founders Day convocation as she said farewell after serving West 
Virginia Wesleyan College’s president for the past 10 years. She was recognized for her years of service by Board of 
Trustee Chair Gavin Appleby ’76. Dr. Sue Leight, director of the School of Nursing, presented Balch with a plaque for all 
her support to the nursing department.
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MEMbERs Of tHE EMERitus Club
(L-R)
row 1
Dewayne Lowther ’57, Ginnie Settle Lowther ’68, Parley Lane, Jr. ’64, Lala Powell  
Lane ’63, Elise Mattox George ’65, Calvin McCutcheon ’59, Patricia Garton ’66, 
Margaret Dean Miller ’56
row 2 
Darlene Serack Ielapi ’63, Mary Shepherd Cottrell ’66, Pamela Thompson Phillips ’66, 
William E. Watson ’58, Hon. ’05, Leslie Hamlin Ranson ’66, Josette Holtzworth  
Jones ’63, J. Brooks Jones ’62, Phyllis Kohl Coston ’53, Sandra Price McCutcheon ’63, 
Jack Fraser ’59, W. Howard Reeder ’40
row 3 
Donald A. Watson ’66, Heidi Lin Watson ’66, Ruth Cains Udall ’66, Marian Brittain 
Olson ’66, Ellen Roush Nickell ’51, Janet Belcher Gramlich ’58, Paul Gramlich ’58, 
Marvin W. Culpepper ’51, Donna Gaither Bland ’66, Mary Sue Van Camp Fraser ’60, 
Jim Knorr ’63, Judy Munchmeyer Knorr ’66
row 4 
Mara Linaberger Watson ’58 (standing), Art Swarthout ’56 (standing), Elizabeth Betty 
Lindsay Swarthout ’56 (seated), Janet Bitzer Fraser ’66, L. Dean Woolever (Aux.), Beth 
Bucher Woolever ’65, Mary Ann Kelly Lockhart ’66, Janet Bard Hanson ’66, Gretchen 
McVay Ginder ’66, Diane Remick ’67, Betsy Brown Reger ’66, Bob Reger ’64 (seated), 
Larry Lee III ’66 (standing), Susan Mathews Eaton ’66 (standing), Eric Riedell ’66 
(standing)

row 5 
Herold Berthy, Jr. ’56 (standing), Nancy Titchenal Cheshire ’62 (standing), Betsy 
Robbins Strasser ’66 (seated), Pat Bozeman Chaffey ’66, Beth Landin Slade (Aux.), 
Carole Slade Chomicz (Aux.), Barry Blankenship ’66, LeeAnn Bennett Blankenship ’66, 
Nancy Stadelman Miller ’66, Linda Parton Donati ’66, Earnestine Cutright Horstman ’54 
(seated), Marilyn Scutt Watson ’66 (standing), Doug Thatcher ’66 (standing)
row 6 
Jim Seath ’66 (standing), Ronald Bruce ’66 (seated), Bonnie Ambrose Bruce ’66, 
Margaret Ireland Walls ’59, Carol Olivo Massare ’66, John Stewart ’66,  
Carolea McKane Stewart ’66, Sarah Jane Attleson Hymes ’66, Larry Hymes ’65, Sally 
Howard ’66 (seated), Harriet Gommoll Peters ’65 (standing), John Gygax ’66 (standing), 
Chuck Snyder ’66 (standing)
row 7 
Dean Byrom ’66 (standing), Dawna Troutman Byrom (Aux.; seated), Robert Bruce ’66, 
Stephen Burgess ’66, Tom Brzezinski ’65, Gracia g’ Gray Sampson (Aux),   
Ray Sampson ’66, Barbara Woolbaugh Bruso ’65, Walt Bruso ’65, Kathryn Curry  
Pape ’65, James Pape ’65 (seated), David Peters ’65 (standing), Peg Klick Blamble ’64 
(standing), Charles Miller ’66 (standing), Peter Weaver ’66 (standing)
row 8 
Jim Chomicz ’66, Ron Slade ’66, Bob Call ’56, Kirk Herrick ’57, John Lovell, Jr., ’66, 
Paul Klick III ’66, Ron Lockhart ’66, Larry Byers ’66, Tom Eakin ’66, Libby Wilson  
Holt ’66, Doug Eppinger ’66, Dennis Holt ’66, Don Sinclair ’66, Jim Marsh ’64, Mike 
Funk ’66, Rob Krupp ’66, Herb Coston (Aux.), Stephen Bland ’64, Joel Anyan ’66, Gene 
Blamble ’62 

The 2016 members of the Board of Trustees were inducted during Founders Day. 
The new members are from l-r: C. Suzanne Ellis ’71, Joanne Cadorette Soliday 
’69 and Alisa Lively; second row: Gavin Appleby ’76, Shirley Fortney, Kevin 
Spear ’76, and Sean Boyle ’94; third row: Paul Klick ’66, Evan Peterson ’73, and 
Ellis Conley ’73. Not pictured: Cynthia Moore-Koikoi and Jeffrey Neal ’80.

Howard Reeder ’40 processed with Dewayne Lowther ‘59, Ellen Rush 
NIckell ‘51, and other members of the Orange Line during the Founders 
Day convocation.



14 SUNDIAL SPRING 2017

(L-R)

row 1: Bonnie Ambrose Bruce, Carolea 
McKane Stewart, John E. Stewart, Jr., Betsy 
Brown Reger, Leslie Hamlin Ranson, Lawrence 
J. Lee III, Patricia T. Garton, Dennis M. Holt, 
Libby Wilson Holt, Judith Munchmeyer Knorr

row 2: Peter D. Weaver, Raymond A. Samp-
son, Paul S. Klick III, Douglas H. Thatcher, 
Stephen W. Burgess, Richard G. Leonard, 
Betsy Robbins Strasser, Ruth Cairns Udall, Pat 
Chaffey Bozeman, G. Scott Come, Charles E. 
Miller, Donald M. Sinclair

row 3: Marilyn Scutt Watson, Ronald D. 
Lockhart, Mary Ann Kelly Lockhart, Dean E. 
Byrom, William Robert Bruce, Jr., Linda Parton 
Donati, Susan Mathews Eaton, Sally Howard, 
Marjorie Jo Boltz Lea, Sara Jane Attleson 
Hymes, Diane E. Remick, Janet Bard Hanson, 
Gretchen McVay Ginder

row 4: Eric H. Riedell, John R. Lovell, Jr., 
Kevin W. Ryan, Thomas E. Eakin, James 
E. Seath, Charles W. Snyder, Larry Byers, 
Michael R. Funk, Douglas L. Eppinger, Ronald 
H. Slade, Robert M. Krupp

(L-R)

row 1: Susan Hoffman Jolley, Nancy Halsey Moore, Carolyn 
Saxton, Judy Richmond Ryan, C. Suzanne Thomas Ellis

row 2: Pam Balch, Kathy Foster, Mary Jean Taylor, Candace 
Dollman Jones, Carole Witherite Hayden, Linda Holbrook 
Montgomery 

row 3: Tom Hasbrouck, Tom Ryan, Andy Hileman, Marilyn, 
Wilson Scanlon, Beverly Young Naugle, Charles P. Tyree, Marsha 
Manni Hamilton, R. Bryan Pratt

(L-R)

row 1:  Carol Hinkle Spurrier, Karen Hinkle Plautz, Mary 
Shepherd Cottrell, Pam Thompson Phillips, Carol Olivo 
Massare, Kay Chapman Coffman, Donna Gaither Bland, 
Nancy Wolfe Stadelman Miller, LeeAnn Blankenship, G. Barry 
Blankenship

row 2: Heidi Lin Watson, Donald A. Watson, James R. 
Chomicz, James N. Hall, Janet Bitzer Fraser, Marian Brittain 
Olson, John E. Gygax, Joel R. Anyan 

1966

1966

1971
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(L-R)

row 1: Jim Bauer, Terry Summers Bauer, Keith Hamilton, 
Marlene Anderson Fenstermacher, Lynne Rice Petrosky

row 2: Bob Waters, Michael Oldaker, Kathy Oldaker. Susan 
Matelan King, Beth Lennox Brown, K. David Rollins, John Lhota, 
Fred Durst

1976

1981

1986

(L-R)

row 1: Carroll Wilcox Enterkin, Cathy Crissman, Karen Lannin 
Dulany, Kim Wiseman Lhota, Mary Beth Skinner Morrell, Patti 
Erickson Schnell

row 2: Maurice “Tony” Davis, Ken Krimmel, Jane Ellen Nickell, 
Sandy Henderson Michlich, David J. Henzler, Cris Wagoner

row 3: Fred Spicer, Will Armistead, Joe Kenaston

(L-R)

row 1: Donna Cowan Crafford, Emily Daum Forsmark

row 2: Debra McCauley Peck, Bob Morris, Kathy Pafford 
Morris, Suzanne Gilliland

Left: During the Alumni Banquet, two awards – Bowen Award, recognizing the giving 
participation, and the Elkins Award, recognizing event participation – were given 
to the Class of 1966 represented by Ron Lockhart ’66 and Kelly Lockhart ’66 from 
Loudon, TN. Pictured are Ron, Wesleyan President Pam Balch ’71, Kelly, and Bob 
Skinner ‘75, vice president for advancement.
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1991

1996

(L-R)

row 1: Missy Bailey Piko, Karen Czysz Nutt, Lisa Linger Arnold, 
Shelley Gough Lauffer, Anne Gatto

row 2: Rachel Parrish Cobb, Leigh Ann Merchant, Jeff Alexander, 
Dorothy Jessee Pile, Annette Smith Aiosa

(L-R)

row 1: Bill McKenna

row 2: Mindy Foust Dawson, Susanne 
Alkire Gompers, Heide Karley Lehman, 
Marti Wiblin Fisk, Becca Fleshman Jay, 
Stephanie Southall Casto

row 3: Richie Cropp, Carly Pariseau, 
Laura Toran Graf, Barb Larson Jackson, 
Bill Fahrner, Heather Blood Godfrey, 
Sara Grady Wyer

The reunion classes presented President Pam 
Balch ‘71 a check for $723,437.93. Pictured 
are Kathy Pafford Morris ’86, Kim Wiseman 
Lhota ’81, Balch. Second row: Bob Morris ’86, 
Annette Smith Aiosa ’91, John Lhota ’76, Bill 
Fahrner ’96, Bob Skinner ‘75, vice president for 
advancement.



 www.wvwc.edu  | SPRING 2017 SUNDIAL 17

2001

2006

2011

(L-R)

Josh Bennett, Lacey 
Bennett, Jeni Labbe, 

Corey Langley

(L-R)

Erica Klie, Clifton Taylor, 
Derrika Bowyer

(L-R)

Cietha McCoy Kennedy, 
Rebecca Culp, Thomas 

Wood, Amanda Lanham-
Holbert, Emma Elkins 

Rexroad

Skinner presented President Balch with a memory 
book of her time as Wesleyan’s 18th president.

Left: Sue Leight, director of the School of Nursing, was awarded the General Board of 
Higher Education of the United Methodist Exemplary Church Teaching Award.
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MEN’S SOccER
Record: 11-8

conference Record: 7-5

Post-Season Results: Made it to the 
MEC Semi-Finals against Charleston and 
lost 4-1

Post-Season Individual Accolades 
(MEc, Regional, and Academic): 
Kevin Nyambi- First Team All-MEC 
Honors, NSCAA All-Atlantic Region 
Team Frist Team, Evan Miles- CoSIDA 
Academic All-District Team, Jens Demul- 
CoSIDA Academic All-Distract Team, 
CCA All-Atlantic Region Second Team, 
CoSIDA Academic All-American Second 
Team NSCAA All-Atlantic Region Team 
Second Team, Connor Davies- MEC All-
Tournament Team, Alex White- NSCAA 
All-Atlantic Region Team Third Team

WOMEN’S SOccER
Record: 12-3-3

conference Record: 11-2-3

Post-Season Results: Lost to Charleston 
1-0 in the MEC Semi-Final

Post-Season Individual Accolades 
(MEc, Regional, and Academic): Mart 
Cooper- All-MEC First Team, All-Atlantic 
Region Second Team, NSCAA All-Atlantic 
Region Team, Laura Hill- All-MEC Second 
Team, Marissa Zetty- All-MEC Second 
Team, All-MEC Freshman Team, NSCAA 
All-Atlantic Region Team, Chelsea 
Hubner- All-MEC Honorable Mention, All-
MEC Freshman Team, MEC All-Tournament 
Team, Alex O’Brien- All-MEC Honorable 
Mention, Audrey Barber- All-MEC 
Honorable Mention, Kelsey Sitka- All-MEC 
Honorable Mention, Shannon Shawgo- 
All-MEC Freshman Team, Kelsie Hibbs- 
CoSIDA All- Distract All-American Team

FOOTBALL
Record: 4-7

conference Record: 4-6

Post-Season Results: N/A

Post-Season Individual Accolades 
(MEc, Regional, and Academic): Mike 
Anderson- MEC Offensive Player of the 
Year, First Team All-MEC, Harlon Hill-
Trophy Nominee, D2CCA All-Super Region 
1 First Team, AFCA Division II Coaches‘ All-

American First Team, Don Hansen- Super 
Region 1 First Team, Jabari Weems- 
D2CCA All-Super Region 1 Second Team, 
Don Hansen- Super Region 1 Second 
Team, First Team All-MEC, Kevin Pharaon- 
First Team All-MEC

MEN’S GOLF
Post-Season Results: Placed 
6th at the MEC Championship at 
Glade Springs Resort

WOMEN’S GOLF
Post-Season Results: 
Placed 4th in the MEC Fall 
Championships at Glade Springs

WOMEN’S TENNIS
Record: 9-3

conference Record: 5-2

Post-Season Results: Won 5-1 against 
Shepherd in the MEC Tournament Quarter-
Finals, Lost 5-1 against Charleston in the 
MEC Tournament Semi-Finals

6th

4th

SPORTS REVIEW20
16

FA
LL

Bobcat Sports News
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Post-Season Individual Accolades 
(MEc, Regional, and Academic):  
Rebekka Heigermoser- MEC Freshman 
of the Year, First Team All-MEC,  Paula 
Pimenta- First Team All-MEC, Cecila 
Martinez Oliver- Second Team All-MEC

MEN’S cROSS cOUNTRY
Post-Season Results: Placed 2nd in 
the MEC Championships at Bridgeport, 
Placed 12th at the NCAA Atlantic Regional 
Championships at Slippery Rock 
University

Post-Season Individual 
Accolades (MEc, Regional, and 
Academic): Marcus Black- USTFCCCA 
NCAA Division II Scholar Athlete All-
Academic team, Matt Dearth- USTFCCCA 
NCAA Division II Scholar Athlete All-
Academic team

WOMEN’S cROSS cOUNTRY 

Post-Season Results: Placed 2nd at MEC 
Championships in Bridgeport, Placed 14th at 
the NCAA Atlantic Regional Championships 
at Slippery Rock University

Post-Season Individual 
Accolades (MEc, Regional, 
and Academic): Loren 
McDaniel- USTFCCCA NCAA Division II 
Scholar Athlete All-Academic team, Baylee 
Summers- USTFCCCA NCAA Division II 
Scholar Athlete All-Academic team, Brianna 
Waybright- USTFCCCA NCAA Division II 
Scholar Athlete All-Academic team, Joanna 
Johnston- USTFCCCA NCAA Division II 
Scholar Athlete All-Academic team

VOLLEYBALL 

Record: 11-21

conference Record: 5-11

Post-Season Results: N/A

Post-Season Individual 
Accolades (MEc, 
Regional, and Academic): 
Hannah King- All-MEC 
Honorable Mention

Bobcat Sports News

2nd

2nd
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Bobcat Sports News

West Virginia Wesleyan College
celebrated the 

2017 Athletic Hall of Fame 
class of five new individuals and one team on february 18. 

Those inducted were 
First Row – Amy McCall ’99, Carly Pariseau ’96, Sonya Seifert Sibold ’97, 

Susan Wren White’98, Susan Graham-Gray ’91
Second Row – Caroline Hornor-Ramsey, Kelly Sabol ’97, Meigan Todd Goodwin ’99, 

Allison Griffith ’04, Heather Thompson Woo ’99, Afarin Shahidi ’96
Third Row – Chris Harrison ’85, Jack Fraser ’59, Amanda Keppel, Alexa Burns, 

Julie Kasprzak Brady ’98, Ilyse Cramer Sugarman, Becca Fleshman Jay ’96

Congratulations to all the newest members!
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Bobcat Sports News

frAser was a standout middle distance runner 
for the Bobcats during a Golden Age of the Wes-
leyan track program. He was integral part of the 
title teams that rolled to three consecutive WVIAC 
Championships from 1956-58. Since graduation, 
Fraser has been a major contributor and supporter 
of the Bobcat track, cross country, and tennis pro-
grams.

grAHAM-grAy was the first Lady Bobcat to win 
a league individual title in cross country, racing to 
the league MVP honors in 1987. She was a primary 
contributor to Wesleyan’s first two WVIAC titles in 
1989 and 1990. After college, she became a national 
class marathoner and qualified for the 2008 Olym-
pic Trials.

griffitH was a big star during a strong stretch of 
teams for Wesleyan swimming. She was a five-
time All-American and broke five school records. 
Three of these still stand today; the 100-breastroke, 
200-breastroke, and the 400-medley relay. She won 
18 titles in the Bluegrass Mountain Conference and 
helped lead the Lady Bobcats to four league titles 
from 2001-04.

HArrison was part of some of the most successful 
men’s basketball teams in school history. He was 
the starting center on the 1982-83 NAIA National 
Runner-up team that went 32-3. In 1983-84, the 
team was 32-6 and made the National Quarterfinals. 
He was picked in the sixth round by the Utah Jazz in 
the NBA Draft. He was a two-time All-Conference 
performer in the WVIAC and was an NAIA All-
American. He scored over 1000 career points and 
averaged 9.4 rebounds for his career.

Hornor-rAMsey was one of the true pioneers of 
women’s athletics at Wesleyan. She was the school’s 
first women’s basketball coach and also coached 
field hockey during her time here in the 1970s. She 
is also one of the top golfers in state history, winning 
a total of 13 state titles in either the State Amateur 
or the State Senior Open.

1995 volleybAll teAM
In Wesleyan’s first year of NCAA membership, 
the volleyball team made the NCAA Division II 
National Quarterfinals. After winning their seventh 
consecutive WVIAC title that fall, they rolled 
through the region. Wesleyan closed the season with 
a 33-2 mark. Becca Fleshman, Sonya Seifert, and 
Susan Wren all made First Team All-Conference, 
Kelly Sabol made Second Team, with Julie Kasprzak 
and Carly Pariseau making Honorable Mention.  
They were coached by Tia Brandel, who posted the 
top winning percentage in Lady Bobcat history.

Jack Fraser ‘59 

Track and Field, 
Cross Country

Susan 
Graham-Gray ‘91 
Cross Country

Allison 
Griffith ‘04 

Swimming

Chris Harrison ‘85 
Basketball

Caroline Hornor- 
Ramsey 

Coach

1995 Volleyball Team
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Alumni News & Class Notes .................................................................................................................................

| 1942 |

Homecoming Reunion 2017

| 1947 |

Homecoming Reunion 2017

| 1948 |

rector s. brown of 
Winchester, VA and wife Helen 
celebrated their 70th wedding 
anniversary on May 1, 2016. The 
couple have four daughters, nine 
grandchildren, and eight great-
grandchildren.

| 1952 |

Homecoming Reunion 2017

| 1957 |

Homecoming Reunion 2017

| 1962 |  

Homecoming Reunion 2017

| 1965 |

tHoMAs w. brZeZinski of 
Marriottsville, MD is host and 
curator of the Columbia (MD) As-
sociation’s free movie nights. He 
has been the driving force behind 
these screenings each Monday 
and Friday night during the sum-
mers since 1971. 

dAvid r. Peters and wife 
HArriet goMMoll Peters 
of Hurricane, WV visited bon-
nie MAccAlluM ferneAu 
and her husband, Michael, at 
their home in Pine Knoll Shores, 
NC in June 2016. David presided 
over Michael and Bonnie’s wed-
ding 30 years ago. The couple 
wished to reaffirm their marriage 
vows. Both couples celebrated 
their anniversaries; the Ferneau’s 
30th and the Peters’ 50th. Bonnie 
was Harriet’s Maid of Honor.  

| 1966 |

sAlly AnyAn of Timonium, MD 
donated a 1972 single manual 
Flemish harpsichord to Wesleyan. 
She commissioned the instrument 
from the well-known builder Carl 
Fudge.

l. PAt cHAffey boZeMAn 
of Mitchellville, MD retired as 
Head of Special Collections and 
the Emily Scott Evans Endowed 
Professor in January 2015. She 
was named the first Librarian 
Emerita at the University of Hous-
ton Libraries shortly thereafter. 
Pat now resides in the same 
retirement community as her 
former WVWC music depart-
ment colleague, MArilyn lAw 
HAskel ’67. 

Married: jAMes r. cHoMicZ, 
Maylene, AL, married Carole 
Slade Chomicz on May 14, 2016. 
ronAld H. slAde, Carole’s 
cousin, was Jim’s roommate in 
the Theta Chi house and respon-
sible for their meeting.  

 

l. kAy cHAPMAn coffMAn, 
Richwood, WV, and her husband, 
David, celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on June 11, 
2016. 

MArilyn otto gAlAnti, 
New Fairfield, CT, celebrates her 

45th wedding anniversary with 
husband Joe on October 2, 2016.  

dennis M. Holt and wife 
libby wilson Holt, Jackson-
ville, FL, celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary in August 
2016. They met in the Wesleyan 
Chapel Choir and continue to 
sing in the choir of the Arlington 
United Methodist Church.

jAMes “joHn” dAvies, The 
Villages, FL, was awarded the 
2016 Marine of the Year by The 
Col. Phillip C. Delong Detachment 
1267. 

| 1967 |

Homecoming Reunion 2017

| 1968 |

MAry courtney-collins, 
Milton, WV, was honored in June 
2016 as the first place winner of 
the National Committee – Wom-
en’s Issues: Career Category, by 
the West Virginia State Society 
of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. She is a member of 
the Buford Chapter, Huntington, 
WV. Mary was a faculty member 
of Messiah College (Grantham, 
PA), Morehead State University 
(Morehead, KY), and is a retired 
assistant professor in the Depart-
ment of Marketing, College of 
Business, Marshall University. 
Prior to her college teaching 
career, Mary served one year 
as a VISTA Volunteer (domestic 
Peace Corps) on the Craw Native 
American Indian Reservation in 
Montana. She earned both her 
master’s and doctoral degrees 
from The Pennsylvania State 
University. 

ben eXley iv, Wheeling, WV, 
was awarded the President’s 

jAMes c. “jiM” 
MArsH published A 
History on Buckhannon-
Upshur High School 
Basketball, which covers 
1912-2015 over its 200-
plus pages and has 237 
pictures of teams and 
individuals. He spent 
nearly 25 seasons coach-
ing the sport. 

| 1964 |
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Medal from retired Wesleyan 
President PAMelA bAlcH ’71 
for his dedication of private high-
er education in West Virginia.

| 1970 |

dennis g. scHAefer, Harts-
ville, SC, recently composed a 
mass for soloists, chorus, and 
orchestra. The premiere of this 
work was performed by the 
Hartsville, SC Civic Chorale, high 
school choirs, and the Long Bay 
Symphony of Myrtle Beach, SC. 
Another performance is planned 
for next year by the Masterwork 
Choir of Florence, SC. Dennis 
serves as organist at Wesley 
United Methodist Church in 
Hartsville, SC and also as Presi-
dent of the Civic Chorale and the 
Hartsville-Coker Concert Associa-
tion. He and his wife of 44 years, 
Cynthia, have two children and 
four grandchildren. 

| 1971 |

dennis g. keen, Limerick, PA, 
retired from The United Method-
ist Church in the Southern New 
Jersey and Eastern Pennsylvania 
Conferences as of July 1, 2016 
after 42 years of service. He and 
his wife, Linda Wyckoff Keen, 
have two children and four 
grandchildren.

| 1972 |

Homecoming Reunion 2017

ricHArd k. Mercer iii, 
Vinton, VA, and other Theta Xi’s 
gathered at the Jersey shore 
to renew college friendships. 
Clockwise from the left: 

ricHArd l. rosser ’73, 
ricHArd k. Mercer iii, 
ricHArd s. MAXwell, 
ricHArd j. Mueller, jr. ’73, 
williAM r. stone ’74, and 
dAvid s. fleu ’73. 

frAncis (berMudA bill 
byron) w. wAtlington, 
Cambridge, MA, a piano player, 
Bermudian Hotel Band Leader, 
and prize-winning singer-
songwriter, is pictured visiting his 
former hotel employers preparing 
for the America’s Cup 2017 
visitors. 

| 1973 |

tHeodore r. brown, Pulaski, 
TN, retired after 18 years as 
president of Martin Methodist 
College on January 31, 2017. 

| 1974 |

cHArles e. elkins iii of 
Winfield, WV retired after 36 
seasons as the boys’ basketball 
coach at Buffalo High School in 
Buffalo, WV.

| 1975 |

clifford j. “cj” rylAnds 
iii, Buckhannon WV, was elected 
to the City Council. 

| 1977 |

Homecoming Reunion 2017

| 1978 |

donAld ‘bud’ cook, Coal 
Center, PA, won a seat in the 
Pennsylvania 49th District State 
House as the first Republican 
ever to be elected in this district. 
He served as WVWC alumni 
director from 1980-81.

| 1982 |

Homecoming Reunion 2017

dAniel e. kiMble, Morgan-
town, WV, joined the staff of 
Bridgeport United Methodist 
Church as associate pastor on 
July 1, 2016.

| 1986 |

MelAnie cAMPbell, Mabie, 
WV, gave a lecture/demonstra-
tion entitled “Pearl S. Buck’s 
Oriental Cookbook” at the first 
Pearl S. Buck Living Gateway 
Conference. She currently serves 
as Assistant Professor of Hos-
pitality Management at Davis & 
Elkins College.

class of 2014: 
fire Pit locAted 

beHind tHe librAry

class of 2016: 
yeAr-round tAbles 

witH seAting And 
uMbrellAs

SeniOr ClASS GiftS 
That Keep Giving
Each year the senior class donates a gift to West Virginia 
Wesleyan to show their appreciation for all the school 
has given them. It also is a rite of passage to transition 
from senior to alumni.  Here are updates on the Classes 
of 2014 and 2016. The Class of 2017 will be donating to 
emergency phones to be placed on campus. 
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Sharon L. Barlow Wright ’89, origi-
nally from Pittsburgh, PA, knew 
after one visit that West Virginia 

Wesleyan College would be her higher 
education home. At the time she visited 
campus, Wesleyan did not offer a public 
relations degree. However, that did 
not stop Wright, who would pioneer 
the first public relations program at 
Wesleyan.

“From the moment I first stepped foot 
on campus, I instantly knew it was the 
perfect school for me,” Wright said. 
“West Virginia Wesleyan checked all 
the boxes.  As a young woman entering 
the school, it was important to attend 
a strong liberal arts college so that I 
would have a wide range of course of-
ferings to better round out my degree. ” 

Wright was assigned a guidance coun-
selor shortly after arriving at Wesleyan, 
finding a friend in Bob Skinner ’75, 
now vice president for advancement.  
When Wright discovered the lack of a 
public relations program at Wesleyan, 
Skinner suggested she contract her ma-
jor in order to take the courses needed.  
First, however, she had to present her 
research findings to the curriculum 
board for approval.

“I researched what the top universities 
offered their students in a public rela-

tions curriculum,” she said.  “I created 
a spreadsheet and presented my plan 
for how this could work to the WVWC 
curriculum board.  I will never forget 
that day.  I was determined to stay at 
the College, and I knew my pitch to the 
committee would be compelling.”

Wright’s proposal was unanimously ap-
proved, and she became the first public 
relations undergraduate at Wesleyan.  
She knew, however, that her path would 
not be easy.  She would have to pave the 
way for fu-
ture public 
relations 
majors, 
leading by 
example.  
Focused 
on the 
future, 
Wright 
dove into 
her academic path quickly and fiercely.

“Internships are not hard to secure; you 
just have to find a way to set yourself 
apart from sometimes hundreds of 
others,” she shared.  “To stand out from 
the rest of the graduates I knew I would 
be competing against from around 
the country, I focused on adding rich 
internships to my résumé.”

SHARON
BARLOW
WRIGHT ’89
A PUBLIc RELATIONS 
PIONEER

A l u m n i  P r o f i l e

“Have the courage, 
initiative, and confidence 
to stand apart.  If you do 
not, someone else will.”
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Six internships, to be exact.  Among the 
list was a small advertising/public rela-
tions firm in Buckhannon, the Wesleyan 
Office of Admissions, a London-based 
public relations firm during a study 
abroad in her junior year, and the num-
ber one public relations firm in the world 
at the time, Hill & Knowlton. 

“Following my very successful summer 
internship at Hill & Knowlton in their 
Newport Beach, CA office working on 
the account of a major car manufacturer, 
I was offered the opportunity to work in 
any office in their worldwide network,” 
Wright said.  “I chose their Atlanta of-
fice.”

During her time at Hill & Knowlton, 
she promoted the firm’s involvement in 
the K-12 technology market for a large 
well-known computer company, heavily 
focusing on media relations to generate 
positive publicity for the brand. She was 
also a key part of the team that assisted in 
bringing the 1996 Summer Olympics to 
Atlanta.  After two years stateside, Wright 
decided a change of scenery was needed.

“I transferred to the firm’s Asia Pacific 
headquarters in Honolulu to spend an-
other several years representing clients in 
the Pacific Rim,” she recounted.  “Follow-
ing this chapter of my career, I knew it 
was time to switch hats and become the 
client, moving to the corporate side of 
public relations.”

Wright took a position with Hyatt hotels, 
a position she calls her “dream job.”

“As their Corporate Public Relations 
Manager, I traveled extensively, opening 
properties and taking journalists from 
top tier media outlets in America to 
visit our hotels around the world,” said 
Wright.  “I worked closely with media 
who wrote the stories about our brand to 
ensure their experiences were stellar.  I 
also worked with our regional field offices 
to help train the public relations teams at 
the hotels, manage the brand standards 
for Hyatt, and ultimately increase the 
market share for the brand.”

After an exciting career at Hyatt, Wright 
took on several additional roles, includ-
ing one with Fleishman-Hillard, the 
second largest public relations firm in 
the world.  She also worked with a large 
energy group and with AARP in Wash-
ington, D.C. before deciding it was time 
to settle down, get married, and raise a 
family.

“It was also time to be my own boss,” she 
said.  “I opened my first public relations 
consultancy in 2003, and now own Loud-
oun Clear Marketing, LLC, a full service 
public relations and marketing firm in 
Northern Virginia.  It feels so incredibly 
rewarding to be involved with several 
non-profits and to give of my marketing 
talents in everything I do.  I am proud 
that I am able to bring the national and 

international public relations experi-
ence I have gleaned over the years to 
my clients in the region and across the 
country.”

However, even after graduating more 
than 25 years ago, Wright still says her 
time at Wesleyan was “second to none.”

“I took a situation that could have 
resulted in me transferring away to 
another institution to pursue my dream 
and instead turned it into an incredible 
experience for myself and all the other 
public relations students who followed,” 
she stated. “This is the value of a school 
such as Wesleyan.  You can be anything 
you want to be – you just have to want 
it badly enough and put in the effort to 
make it a reality.”

Wright’s efforts in pioneering the public 
relations program at Wesleyan have 
resulted in the College graduating more 
than 200 students since its inception. 

So what is her advice to current Wesleyan 
students who are working toward gradu-
ation?

“Have the courage, initiative, and confi-
dence to stand apart,” she said. “If you do 
not, someone else will.  Do not wait until 
your senior year to get started.  Sit down 
and write your résumé now and imagine 
an employer at your dream job reading it.  
What will your résumé say?”
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| 1987 |

Homecoming Reunion 2017

MArk k. boyer, Clear Spring, 
MD, was appointed Judge of 
the Circuit Court for Washington 
County, MD by Governor Law-
rence J. Hogan, Jr. on November 
18, 2016. 

| 1992 |

Homecoming Reunion 2017

| 1993 |

briAn c. gorges and susAn 
koHl-gorges, Bethel Park, PA, 
are excited that their daughter, 
Molly, began attending Wesleyan 
in the fall of 2016.  Molly is a 
third generation Bobcat and is 
joining her older sister Phoebe, 
a junior, on campus. Pictured at 
Molly’s graduation from Bethel 
Park High School in Bethel Park, 
PA are family members Phoebe 
Gorges, Brian Gorges, Molly 
Gorges, dAvid c. koHl ‘70, 
Susan Kohl-Gorges, and dAvid 
c. koHl ii ‘95.    

Kappa Alpha Order brothers 
c. jAson HoffMAn ’95, P. 
eric fluke ’94, briAn c. 
gorges ’93 and Andrew b. 
MAcbetH ’91 got the chance 
to reconnect during orientation 
weekend in August when they 
dropped off their children who 
are members of Wesleyan’s 
freshman class.  Jason’s daugh-
ter is Savannah, Eric’s son is 
Bryson, Brian’s daughter is Molly 
(also daughter Phoebe-class of 
2018), Drew’s daughter is Emma.  

| 1997 |

Homecoming Reunion 2017 

williAM ‘bill’ MckennA, 
Herndon, VA, was elected to the 
Herndon Town Council. He works 
in information technology sales. 

| 1999 |

cHett PritcHett, Marietta 
OH, left the Methodist Federation 
for Social Action as executive 
director in Washington, D.C., 
where he resided for the past 
16 years. In June, he became 
Assistant Director of Alumni 
Relations at Marietta College in 
Marietta, OH. 

| 2001 |  

benjAMin w. fArley, Jump-
ing Branch, WV, was named an 
exclusive agent with Nationwide 

Insurance during 2016. He oper-
ates offices in Fayetteville, Hin-
ton, Oak Hill, and Montgomery, 
WV. He is married to jennifer 
keAtley fArley, cPA MbA 
’03. She is the CSBO for Sum-
mers County Schools. They have 
two daughters: Allie Suzanne, 8, 
and Lynnzie Ellen, 5. 

Born: To cHristy dAwes 
neltner and her husband Na-
than, Monroeville, PA, daughter 
Abigail Sharon on January 28, 
2016.

| 2002 |

Homecoming Reunion 2017

| 2003 |

PAul b. ferguson, Proctor-
ville, OH, was named chair of 
the department of neurology at 
Marshall University. He gradu-
ated from the Marshall Univer-
sity Joan C. Edwards School 
of Medicine in 2007 and is a 
board-certified neurologist. 

Born: To kAte “kAtie” 
bowles Miller, Charlotte, 
NC, and her husband, Chris, 
daughter Sara Louise on August 
7, 2016.

| 2005 |

jessicA d. olcott, Arlington, 
VA, received a Fulbright – Clinton 
Public Policy Fellowship grant to 
Kosovo from the U.S. Department 
of State and the J. William Ful-
bright Foreign Scholarship Board. 
Olcott will be providing subject 
matter expertise and will serve 
as a special assistant to the 
Ministry of the Kosovo Security 
Forces. 
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LAURA 
RUNKLE 
MARTIN ’07

A Baltimore native, Laura Runkle 
Martin ’07 did not envision 
herself working at a utility 

company like West Virginia American 
Water, but as she learned, working in 
public relations can lead to unexpected 
and rewarding opportunities. After 
graduating summa cum laude from 
West Virginia Wesleyan College with an 
impressive portfolio to present during 
job interviews, Martin began working 
at the YWCA of Charleston and quickly 
worked her way up to director of market-
ing and communication. In 2010, she 
was recruited to West Virginia American 
Water, where she currently manages the 
company’s external and government af-
fairs statewide.

West Virginia American Water provides 
safe, reliable drinking water around the 
clock to nearly one-third of all West 
Virginians.  Martin knows that provid-
ing such a vital community service is a 
huge responsibility, one that her com-
pany takes extremely seriously. What 
she enjoys most about her work is that 
no two days are the same. She spends a 
lot of time out of the office meeting with 
stakeholders, talking with the media and 
the public, keeping government officials 
informed of projects and policy issues, 
visiting company facilities and job sites, 
and supporting company initiatives and 
events. 

However, the job does not come without 
challenges. Martin explained that a utility 

never sleeps, so when there is an opera-
tional emergency caused by a weather, or 
a man-made or equipment-related event, 
she has to drop what she is doing to 
focus her attention on the response. The 
enormity and complexity of information 
that she must know, understand, summa-
rize, and be able to communicate clearly 
and succinctly to customers and public 
officials can be one of the more difficult 
aspects of the job.

One such example of when her skills 
were put to the test was during the Free-
dom Industries chemical spill into the 
Elk River in 2014. This, she says, was “in-
arguably the largest emergency response 
effort in my company’s 130-year history 
and was certainly the largest crisis with 
which I 
have been 
involved in 
managing.” 
It required 
Martin and 
her team to 
communi-
cate with 
customers, 
public officials, and the media around the 
clock for weeks. She completed countless 
media interviews, issued dozens of press 
releases, participated in press conferenc-
es, provided updates on the company’s 
website and social media, made sure the 
customer service center had the most up-
to-date information, and served as West 
Virginia American Water’s representative 

in the Joint Information Center (JIC) 
established in the state capitol build-
ing by the West Virginia Department 
of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management. Throughout this response, 
she and her colleagues worked diligently 
to ensure customers received the most 
accurate and timely information they 
could provide, struggling at times to 
communicate very specific, scientific, and 
often extremely technical information to 
the general public. 

Martin’s advice to current Wesleyan 
students is to get as much real-life work 
experience as possible during college and 
to keep an open mind about potential 
career paths. 

She currently serves as chair of the Utili-
ties, Telecommunications and Energy 
Coalition (UTEC) of West Virginia 
and was recognized as one of the State 
Journal’s Generation Next: 40 Under 40 in 
2016. She was also recipient of the Young 
Professional of the Year Award from the 
Public Relations Society of America’s 
West Virginia Chapter in 2010. 

cAREER PATH: UNExPEcTED AND 
REWARDING OPPORTUNITIES

“In most cases, your GPA is not nearly 
as important as the applicable skills and 
experiences you can demonstrate to a 
potential employer.”

A l u m n i  P r o f i l e
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For Chris Blackburn ’04, people 
engagement has always come 
naturally. So, shortly after enrolling 

at West Virginia Wesleyan College, he 
decided on a degree in public relations, 
a natural fit that gave him the opportu-
nity to strengthen his skill and take it 
into a variety of areas and specialties. He 
credits his academic path at Wesleyan for 
preparing him for jobs in media, adver-
tising/marketing, professional speaking 
and facilitation, higher 
education, corporate 
communications, 
human resources, and 
leadership develop-
ment. 

Blackburn is now the 
global manager of 
learning and develop-
ment at Expedia Media 
Solutions based in Seattle, WA. If you ask 
him what learning and development is, 
he will tell you he makes people better 
people. 

“I get the opportunity to help my col-
leagues learn, grow, and succeed in both 
their personal and professional lives. One 
day I can be developing online-learning 
around a new digital advertising product, 
and the next I am standing in front of a 
group making figurines with play dough 
as a means of team development,” he said.

In his role at Expedia Media Solutions, 
Blackburn works with teams in five U.S. 
cities, as well as in Canada, London, 
Singapore, Sydney, and Tokyo. While 
he says that the opportunity to see and 
experience the world is a privilege of his 
position, it is the moments he spends 
engaging with his global peers that he 
appreciates most. He credits Wesleyan’s 
public relations program for always 
stressing audience adaptation and for 

preparing him to ‘think critically and 
creatively.’ Working in his field, he has to 
constantly assess his audience’s needs and 
adjust his messaging accordingly.  

For current students, Blackburn recom-
mends reading Emotional Intelligence 2.0 
by Travis Bradberry and Jean Greaves. 
He has witnessed that self-awareness has 
risen as one of the highest ranking, desir-
able skills among employers. The founda-
tion of his career has been centered on 
the statement, “In order to be a better 

professional, you must commit to being a 
better person.” 

“Your level of emotional intelligence can 
determine success in areas of manage-
ment, leadership, colleague interactions, 
and promotion opportunities,” stated 
Blackburn. 

He earned his master’s degree in com-
munication studies from West Virginia 
University while working in the Admis-

sions Office at 
Wesleyan. He 
spent five years 
communicating 
with high school 
students all over 
the United States 
and helping 
them achieve the 
great experi-

ence that Wesleyan provided him. After 
Wesleyan, he worked at two other institu-
tions managing fraternity/sorority affairs, 
had the opportunity to briefly work at 
the national headquarters of his frater-
nity, Theta Xi, and spent three years as a 
professional motivational speaker. After 
leaving Theta Xi, he moved to Seattle and 
transitioned into a training and develop-
ment role with the City of Seattle before 
landing his current job. 

cHRIS
BLAcKBURN ’04
PEOPLE ENGAGEMENT cOMES 
NATURALLY

“Your level of emotional intelligence can 
determine success in areas of management, 
leadership, colleague interactions, and 
promotion opportunities.” 

A l u m n i  P r o f i l e
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Allison tHorP cougHlin, 
Rochester, NY, successfully 
completed her doctorate at the 
Eastman School of Music in 
Rochester, NY and has been 
named the Director of Choral 
Activities at Western Carolina 
University.

| 2006 |  

kAtHryn “kAte” siMMons 
cArns, Elkton, MD, received 
a master of public administra-
tion degree from the University 
of Delaware. She works as an 
operations research analyst for 
the Department of Defense. 

Born: To keitH r. Hoover and 
Holly teMPlin Hoover, 
Charleston, WV, a son, Silas 
Durbin, on September 4, 2012 
and daughter, Eliza Claire, on 
November 30, 2015. They join big 
brother Leo Kennison.

| 2007 |

Homecoming Reunion 2017

Married: MicHelle lAcek 
knigHt, Farmington, PA, to Wil-
liam Knight III on September 10, 
2016 at Wisp Resort in McHenry, 
MD. Wesleyan alumni and Alpha 
Xi Delta sorority sisters in at-
tendance were: 

AMAndA litton clAwson 
’07, stePHAnie l. Muller ’07, 
kristA nidA neely, MbA ’10 
and eileen codelkA soli-
nAs ’08. The couple honey-
mooned at the Disneyland Resort 
in Anaheim, CA and Huntington 
Beach, CA.  

Born: To leslie villellA 
sAlAj, Pittsburgh, PA, and her 
husband, Michael, a daughter, 
Tessa Grace, on July 28, 2016.

| 2010 |

Born: To kristA nidA neely, 
Fairmont, WV, and her husband, 
a son, Parker Scott, on June 16, 
2016.

MellissA Hicks niXon of 
Grove City, OH, was published 
in the New England Journal of 
Medicine. A post-doctoral re-
search fellow at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity medical Center, her focus 
of the lab is understanding the 
role of cell signaling pathways in 
driving cancer progression and 
immune invasion. At Wesleyan, 
she conducted research sup-
ported by WV-INBRE under the 
mentorship of Dr. Luke Huggins, 
associate professor of biology. 

| 2011 |  

Born: To dAnielle Mcgurk 
MAy and her husband gA-
briel t. MAy ’12, Dover, DE, a 

daughter, Evelyn Bailey, on May 
24, 2016.  

Born: To felisHA cruick-
sHAnks nutter, Clay, WV, 
and her husband, Joshua, a son, 
Finley Creed Nutter, on June 21, 
2016. 

lindsAy M. PAdden, Parkers-
burg, WV, was awarded a master 
of science degree in physician 
assistant studies from Phila-
delphia College of Osteopathic 
Medicine at its Graduate Pro-
grams Commencement ceremony 
on July 30, 2016 in the Kimmel 
Center for the Performing Arts in 
Philadelphia, PA.

robert “robbie” n. skin-
ner iii, Buckhannon, WV, was 
elected to the City Council. 

Born: To Andrew s. wil-
liAMs, Buckhannon, WV, and 
his wife, Lydia, a daughter, 
Meredith, in July 2016.

| 2012 |

Homecoming Reunion 2017

Born: To ricHArd e. HAMP-
ton, Beckley, WV, and his wife, 
Erin, son Branson Edgell on July 
18, 2016. 

kristen M. sAyre, Morgan-
town, WV, graduated in May 
2016 from the WVU School of 
Pharmacy. While at WVU, she 
was the recipient of the Linda 
Anne Newman Pharmacy Schol-
arship, the Frank W. Vigneault 
Memorial Scholarship and the 

Ralph S. Johnson Scholarship. 
Kristen also received dean’s list 
honors. 

| 2013 |

Married: AMAndA beAle 
PAugH, Buckhannon, WV, mar-
ried Derrick Andrew Paugh on 
August 13, 2016 in Buckhannon, 
WV. AMie gower HAwkins ’07 
was in the wedding party and 
other Wesleyan alumni were in 
attendance. Amanda is currently 
attending Radiology Technology 
School at United Hospital Center 
and will graduate in the summer 
of 2018. Derrick has worked at 
A.F. Wendling’s Food Services for 
over five years. 

| 2014 |

Married: AAron Quinn grAy 
to MegAn ricHMond grAy, 
White Oak, WV, on October 1, 
2016.

All information for Class Notes was 
received by December 31, 2016.
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HONOR ROLL CORRECTIONS

wesleyAn society
Fountain Circle
Annual Gifts of $1,500 to $2,499
Mr. Milton R. Dotterweich, Sr. ’67 
 & Mrs. Ann Straub Dotterweich ‘70
Mr. Robert H. Reger, Jr. ’64 
 & Mrs. Betsy Brown Reger ‘66
 
 
gifts in MeMory
 
Mr. robert H. reger ‘34
Mr. Robert H. Reger, Jr. ’64 
 & Mrs. Betsy Brown Reger ‘66
 
Mrs. gwen finlayson reger ‘37
Mr. Robert H. Reger, Jr. ’64 
 & Mrs. Betsy Brown Reger ‘66
 
Mr. william lewis reger ‘67
Mr. Robert H. Reger, Jr. ’64 
 & Mrs. Betsy Brown Reger ‘66
 
 
clAss giving %
1989 – 9%
 
 
corPorAte MAtcHing gifts
Shell Oil Foundation

The John W. Reger Society is named after 
one of West Virginia Wesleyan College’s first trustees 
and major benefactors.  It is the College’s recognition 
society for those persons who make Wesleyan a part 
of their estate or gift planning.  Membership may 
be secured by including the College in your will or 
trust, making Wesleyan the owner and/or beneficiary 
of insurance policies or retirement assets, or by 
participating in any of the various lifetime income plans 
Wesleyan has available.

Membership in the Reger Society will be permanent; 
that is it will continue from year to year throughout 
the member’s lifetime so long as the gift commitment 
remains in effect.

If Wesleyan is in your estate plan and you wish to have 
your name listed in the Reger Society, please contact us.  
We are also happy to provide information and guidance 
in assisting you in ensuring your family’s future and 
establishing a permanent legacy at West Virginia 
Wesleyan College.

Listed below are ways you may want to consider as part 
of a plan to make a transforming gift to the College.

• Bequests  
• CharitaBle lead trusts
• CharitaBle Gift annuities
• endowed Gifts
• ira CharitaBle rollover 
• life insuranCe Gifts
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Please contact the Office of Advancement at 
(304) 473-8600 

for more information about joining the 
John W. Reger Society today.
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On July 14, 2014, West Virginia 
Wesleyan College’s bookstore 
transitioned to a retail location, 

moving the book-buying process online 
and changing its name to The Bobcat 
Den.  Previously partnering with Barnes & 
Noble, the College brought the store back 
under Wesleyan management and began 
its transition to a full, retail-only location.  

“There was a disconnect between the Col-
lege, students, and alumni under the old 
partnership,” stated Rob Kimble, director 
of administrative services.  “We wanted 
to make it easier for people to buy Wes-
leyan gear and strengthen that connection 
to campus.”

The support has been nothing short of 
abundant.  Now, with a larger line of 
apparel and more interest than ever, The 
Bobcat Den has expanded its resources to 
include a smaller shop located in Artistry 
on Main in downtown Buckhannon.  The 
shop has been meeting and exceeding 
monthly monetary goals since its incep-
tion.

Drawing more foot traffic from the com-
munity, The Bobcat Den’s downtown loca-
tion was yet another way for Wesleyan to 
be present in the community.

“This location at Artistry on Main gives 
us another chance to be seen in the com-
munity,” stated Kimble.  “This has been 
a very successful connection with the 
town, and we have done better than we 
imagined.  The addition has certainly been 
worth our while.”

As for now, there are no talks of adding 
additional locations around the area, but 
The Bobcat Den store manager Bethaney 
McKisic states that goals have been 
outlined for the next few years.

“We are always working on optimizing 
space and making the retail store shopper-
friendly,” said McKisic.  “We have a bet-
ter product line and price margin than ever 
before, so now we want to strengthen 
our alumni outreach and become more 
involved in connecting with Wesleyan 
alumni through social media.”

Kimble agrees and sees an even bigger 
presence for The Bobcat Den in the future.

“We are hoping that in the next few 
years, we can upgrade our website to 
make online-shopping more user-friendly,” 
Kimble commented.  “We would also like 
to create a catalogue that showcases our 
items and gives shoppers another avenue 
to purchase goods.”

The Bobcat Den is managed by McKisic 
as retail manager and Jennifer Fletcher as 
assistant retail manager.

“Retail is an ever-changing market,” said 
Kimble, “and both Bethaney and Jennifer 
do a great job at customer outreach.  We 
are lucky to have their dedication and 
vision.”

SHOP ONLINE AT: http://shop.wvwc.edu

THE BOBcAT DEN
Benedum campus center, 2nd Floor

Artistry on Main 
27 E. Main Street, Buckhannon

The Bobcat Den 
Expands Retail 
Location to 
Main Street
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Mildred reed sMitH ’36 of Phoenix, AZ 
died September 23, 2016. She graduated 
high school at age 15 and from Wesleyan 
at age 19. Smith taught English at the high 
school in Buckhannon, WV and obtained 
a master’s degree in English Literature at 
Northwestern University in 1942.  She ob-
tained a second master’s degree in library 
science and was the librarian at Churchville 
Junior High School until she retired in 
1982. Smith was active in the League of 
Women Voters, the Chicago Genealogical 
Society, and the Elmhurst Genealogy Forum. 
She volunteered at the Elmhurst History 
Museum for 30 years before moving to 
Phoenix, AZ to live with her daughter. 

rosAnelle firebAugH ’39 of Wooster, 
OH died December 9, 2016. She was a 
member of Wooster Grace Church. 

MArtHA jeAn MArtin frAnZ ’41 of 
West, PA died October 2, 2016. She was 
a graduate of Shinnston High School and 
taught for 23 years before retiring in 1986. 
She volunteered at both the Haverford Hos-
pital and the Hospital of Chester County. 

kennetH f. butler ’44 of Hagerstown, 
MD died November 23, 2016. He was a 
graduate of Martinsburg High School, Hag-
erstown Community College, and Shepherd 
University. He also attended Wesleyan 
and West Virginia University. Butler was 
a member of several groups and organiza-
tions. He spent most of his career as an 
Industrial Engineer within many diversified 
U.S. government aircraft design, manufac-
turing and test programs, including NASA 
aircraft. 

lucille debAr lykins ’44 of Murfrees-
boro, TN died October 9, 2016. She was 
a retired chemist from the Ashland Oil 
Refinery.

rutH HAtHAwAy cottrill ’45 of 
Charleston, WV died June 8, 2016. She 
was an elementary school teacher in rural 
Upshur County and was deeply involved 
with 4-H clubs. She married Hersel L. Cot-
trill ’49 while attending Wesleyan. Cottrill 
was the first female recipient of The Long 
Riffle District of Kanawha County 1973 
Award of Merit. She was very active in her 

church. Ruth was also employed by the 
Exponent-Telegram in Clarksburg and for 
18 years at Lance’s Card and Party Shop in 
Charleston, WV. After retiring, she helped 
her husband establish the Cottrill Agency. 

jAMes w. rowley ’45, Hon. ’91 of 
Buffalo, WV died December 14, 2016. He 
graduated from Wesleyan with a degree in 
English and history. He later earned a bach-
elor’s degree in business administration 
from Ohio University, master’s degrees in 
English and education from The Ohio State 
University and the University of Kentucky, 
and a doctorate in education and English 
from the University of Kentucky in 1950. 
Dr. Rowley devoted his life to education of 
West Virginians in colleges and universi-
ties throughout the state for which he won 
many awards. After 66 years of working 
in higher education, Dr. Rowley retired in 
2012. 

eliZAbetH rutH jones ’46 of Charles-
ton, WV died June 21, 2014. She attended 
Wesleyan, earning her two-year teach-
ing certificate. She worked for 44 years 
at KB&T/United National Bank as a note 
officer. Ruth was a member of the Quota 
Club and Elks Club and served as a Grand 
Matron of The Order of the Eastern Star. 
She earned The Elks Distinguished Citizen 
Award in March of 2008 and was a member 
of St. Marks United Methodist Church.

fondA HArdMAn Morriston ’46 of 
Walker, WV died January 18, 2013. She 
was a lifetime member of Vaught Chapel 
United Methodist Church and enjoyed read-
ing her bible, cheering for WVU football 
and basketball and the Oakland Raiders, 
and working on word/number puzzles. 

george t. foeHr ’47 of Albuquerque, 
NM died July 27, 2015. He served in the  
U. S. Navy and was stationed in New Guin-
ea during WWII. He went to Albuquerque in 
1949 to pursue his master’s degree in physi-
cal education. He coached and taught at 
the University of New Mexico and various 
high schools. He was a member of the Elks 
Club, the Shriners, and the Masons. 

evAngeline HArPer tAylor ’47 of 
Auburn, WA died November 4, 2016. She 
was a 35-year cancer survivor. She loved to 
cook and host large family dinners as well 
as camp in the Yukon.

cHArles j. wAllAce, jr. ’47 of Yon-
kers, NY died November 20, 2015.

eleAnor strAtton derer ’48 of 
Clarion, PA died September 22, 2016.

sue Hefner gArrett ’48 of Jekyll 
Island, GA died September 17, 2016. She 
graduated from Greenbrier High School and 
continued her education at Wesleyan, West 
Virginia University, and Salem College. Gar-
rett was employed by the Harrison County 
Board of Education. She was preceded in 
death by her husband of 62 years, Edmund 
H. Garrett ’48. 

doris belcHer wArd ’48 of Charleston, 
SC died October 16, 2016. During World 
War II, she rolled bandages and knitted 
sweaters for soldiers. She was a charter 
member of Alpha Xi Delta, a member of 
The American Guild of Organists, Order of 
the Eastern Star, and John Wesley United 
Methodist Church. She was a retired school 
teacher with Charleston County School 
District at St. Andrews Parish High School 
where she served as the Choral Director of 
the Glee Club. 

Myron b. HyMes, jr. ’49 of Buckhan-
non, WV died August 27, 2016. He was 
married to Elinor Imogene Randolph Hymes 
’47, who preceded him in death on April 24, 
2005. Dr. Hymes was a dentist and a mem-
ber of the First United Methodist Church 
of Buckhannon. He was the past president 
of the Buckhannon Lions Club, the Buck-
hannon Chamber of Commerce, the West 
Virginia Academy of General Dentistry, and 
the Mountaineer Wood Turners. He was 
the past exalted ruler of the Order of the 
Elks Lodge No. 1736, treasurer and member 
of the board of trustees for the First UMC 
in Buckhannon, and a certified master 
gardener at West Virginia University. Dr. 
Hymes was also a Mason, a member of 
the Shriners, the organizer and director of 
Buckhannon Jaycees and the organizer and 
First Club Master of Troop 127.
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cArl v. lyon ’49 of Gainesville, VA died 
November 21, 2016. He held a master’s 
degree from The American University 
(Washington, D.C.) and a Law Degree from 
George Washington University. One of his 
most memorable achievements was his 
appointment in 1969 as the Deputy Federal 
Railroad Administrator (an agency of the 
U.S. Department of Transportation), where 
he served for three years. Lyon lived a life 
of service to his country and community. 
He also served on Wesleyan’s Board of 
Trustees for 18 years and was its chairman 
for the last five years of his tenure. He is 
survived by Willa (Billy) Wethered Lyon ’47, 
his wife of 67 years.

cArleton P. MckitA ’50 of Rocky 
Mount, NC died August 31, 2016. He 
earned degrees from Wesleyan, the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh, and Boston University 
School of Theology. Dr. McKita served 
as the President of Alumni Council and a 
member of the Board of Trustees for eight 
years.  He was the Chair of the Presidential 
Search Committee that selected John D. 
Rockefeller IV.  

george M. Mouser ’50 of Bridgeport, 
WV died November 25, 2016. A graduate 
of Shinnston High School, he entered the 
U.S. Marine Corps in 1943. Mouser served 
in the Pacific Theater in World War II, being 
honorably discharged in 1946. He taught at 
Green Bank High School and retired from 
Columbia Gas Company after 25 years of 
service. 

betty d. bAier ’51 of St. Albans, WV 
died July 7, 2016. Baier was a graduate 
of Parkersburg High School, attended 
Wesleyan, and graduated in 1952 from Uni-
versity of Cincinnati College of Nursing and 
Health with a bachelor of science degree in 
nursing. She was a long-time member of St. 
Andrew United Methodist Church. 

sidney H. cHAllenger, jr. ’51 of 
Trumbull, CT died November 12, 2016. He 
was preceded in death by his wife, Mary 
Lawson Challenger ’51. Challenger served 
in the U.S. Navy during World War II. Fol-
lowing the war, he attended the University 
of Bridgeport and Wesleyan. He served 
as vice president of his father’s business, 

Frank H. Fargo Office Supply, and later 
retired as a regional sales manager for the 
Hartford Office Supply Company. He was 
a long-time active member of the United 
Congregational Church in Bridgeport. 

joHn r. corder ’51 of Parkersburg, WV 
died December 27, 2016. He attended West 
Virginia University and received his DDS 
from the Medical College of Virginia in 
Richmond. He practiced general dentistry in 
Parkersburg from 1960 to 2004. A Captain 
in the U. S. Army Dental Corp serving in 
Korea and Fort Knox, he was a member 
of Delta Sigma Delta, Masonic Lodge #3, 
President of Blennerhassett Dental Society, 
the American Dental Association, and other 
associated offices. He was a member of 
Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church since 
1960 and had served on several church 
boards over the years. 

jorettA Proudfoot Allwine ’53 of 
Hanover, PA died October 20, 2016. She 
joined her husband of 64 years, Lewis 
Howard Allwine ’54, who died on February 
4, 2016. She taught music for more than 
30 years, many of which were spent at the 
Manchester (MD) Elementary School. She 
was a member of the First United Method-
ist Church in Chincoteague, VA. 

w. Albert Auvil ’53 of Buckhannon, WV 
died June 17, 2016. He was a reporter for 
the United Press International. He was an 
avid fan of Wesleyan Athletics.

ricHArd P. bAiley ’53 of Buckhannon, 
WV died July 31, 2016. While in college, 
he entered the National Guard and served 
in the U.S. Air Force where he retired as a 
Captain in 1971. He worked for Borg-War-
ner Chemicals, now GE, and retired in 1993. 
Bailey was a member of the Emeritus Club. 

AntHony d. cover, jr. ’53 of Portland, 
ME died July 19, 2016. He worked as a 
teacher in the public school system and as 
an actor in the Actors Union. 

kAtHerine bAcHtel dAllAs ’53 of 
The Villages, FL died November 22, 2016. 
She was a wife, mother, teacher, and 
teacher’s aide. She wrote and published a 
children’s book, loved crosswords, and was 
a Christian.

sArAH HoPkins dAssing ’53 of San 
Antonio, TX died June 11, 2016. She was 
married to Edwin A. Dassing ’52. The 
couple and their daughters were accepted 
by the Board of Global Ministries of the 
Methodist Church to serve in Huancayo, 
Peru, where she organized a church choir. 

willis A. kinsey ’53 of Powell, WY died 
March 3, 2010. He was a member of the 
Pennsylvania National Guard and Navy 
reserves. Kinsey retired after serving as 
superintendent of Buffalo Bill State Park. 
He was a member of Cody Bible Church.

rAy l. tHoMAs ’54 of Boca Raton, FL 
died April 29, 2016. Thomas was married 
to his wife, Susan Bragger Thomas ’55, for 
60 years. 

lynn j. HAMPton ’55 of White Plains, 
MD died October 27, 2016. Hampton was a 
United Methodist minister for 32 years and 
a member of Good Shepherd United Meth-
odist Church in Waldorf, MD. In his earlier 
years, he was a coal miner and a member 
of a boxing team that won a West Virginia 
State Featherweight Championship. He is 
survived by two daughters, Phyllis Hampton 
Law ’62 and Sandra Hampton Fehl ’70, as 
well as two granddaughters, Suzanne Fehl 
Donohue ’94 and Amy Fehl Burch ’95.

williAM c. lAne, jr. ’55 of Midlothian, 
VA died November 30, 2015. He was a 
retired photographer with the Richmond 
Times Dispatch with over 27 years of ser-
vice. He also retired as a funeral assistant 
from Morrissett Funeral and Cremation 
Service. 

susAn brAgger tHoMAs ’55 of Boca 
Raton, FL died July 5, 2016. Thomas is 
predeceased by her beloved husband of 60 
years, Ray L. Thomas ’54. 

f. eMerson wood ’55 of Huntington, 
WV died July 25, 2016. He received a 
master of divinity degree from Boston 
University School of Theology in 1958 
and an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree 
from Wesleyan in 1973. Dr. Wood served 
43 years as a United Methodist minister, 
pastoring throughout West Virginia. He 
was a civil rights activist, served on many 
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councils and boards, and was a trustee 
at Wesleyan, Alice Lloyd College, and the 
Methodist Theological School in Ohio. Dr. 
Wood founded many outreach projects and 
received awards for his efforts. 

Mr. PAul H. dickenson, jr. ’56 of 
Philippi, WV died August 14, 2016. He 
worked as a health inspector for West Vir-
ginia, Maryland, and Colorado Department 
of Health and Human Resources, and later 
farmed and raised livestock. He enjoyed 
hunting, fishing, and traveling with his wife. 

donAld t. HAncock, jr. ’56 of Grace-
wood, GA died in 2016.

bArbArA williAMs wAtts ’56 of 
Buckhannon, WV died November 21, 
2016. Surviving is her husband of 64 
years, Charles L. Watts ’54. Barbara was a 
member of First United Methodist Church 
of Buckhannon and the Daughters of the 
American Revolution.

robert l. Horton, jr. ’57 of Stratford, 
CT died November 15, 2016. He served his 
country in the U.S. Navy. He retired from 
the Rexham Corporation in Bridgeport as an 
accountant. 

gerArd P. boe ’58 of Beaufort, SC died 
October 22, 2016. He received a master’s 
degree in Clinical Pathology from The Ohio 
State University, and his Ph.D. from Texas 
A&M University. He graduated from the 
U.S. Marine 26th OCC at Quantico, VA 
and served his initial tour of duty as an Air 
Intelligence Officer at MCAS, Beaufort, SC. 
He transferred into the U.S. Army Medical 
Service Corps. He received The Bronze Star 
as well as other service honors and awards. 

cArol wilson Mcvitty ’58 of Pine 
Knoll Shores, NC died March 16, 2016. 
She was an active member of St. Francis 
by the Sea Episcopal Church. She was 
also an active member of the Pine Knoll 
Shores Gardening Club, Bridge Club, and 
Book Club, and volunteered for the Carteret 
County Literacy Council.

MArilyn sMitH seArle ’58 of Ithaca, 
NY died December 1, 2016. She earned 
her master’s degree in chemistry from the 
University of Illinois and worked briefly for 

Shell Development in Emeryville, CA. She 
was a supporter of Habitat for Humanity 
and Planned Parenthood.

williAM j. ecHols ’60 of Huntington, 
WV died June 27, 2016. A double major in 
biology and chemistry, he was a member 
of Beta Beta Beta honor society and the 
Benzene Ring chemistry honor society. He 
graduated from West Virginia University 
Medical School in 1964. His post-graduate 
studies include University of Iowa and the 
Mayo Clinic. Echols served his country as 
a Captain in the U.S. Air Force as a base 
physician. In 1970, he began practicing 
medicine in Huntington, WV until his retire-
ment in 2005. He was a member and officer 
in several medical societies. He also served 
on the Board of Trustees at Wesleyan and 
the Huntington YMCA . 

burl k. “ken” fleMing, jr. ’60 of 
Monroe, NC died July 19, 2016. He gradu-
ated from the Benjamin Franklin University 
School of Accounting in Washington, D.C. 
Fleming served in the U.S. Army Active 
Reserves and was with the Central Intel-
ligence Agency in Langley, VA. He worked 
for IBM. 

nicHolAs A. cArAtHAnAsis ’61 of 
Reynoldsburg, OH died November 4, 2015. 
Nicholas joined the U.S. Navy and served 
from 1951-1955 aboard the U.S.S. Midway 
during the Korean Conflict. He retired as a 
manager from Corhart & Pittsburgh Tube 
Company. 

kArl g. newell, jr. ’61 of Merritt 
Island, FL died June 1, 2015.

ricHArd H. cAlendine ’62 of Vero 
Beach, FL died June 17, 2016. He received 
his master’s degree in psychology from 
The Ohio State University and worked in 
Student Financial Aid at Columbus State 
Community College. He was involved in 
many organizations and community service. 

ronAld c. froMM ’63 of New Port 
Richey, FL, died March 15, 2016. He retired 
from ABN AMRO. Fromm spent his retire-
ment traveling with his wife, Vie, visiting 
his children.

josePH A. MuZik ’63 of Rockfall, CT 
died August 18, 2016. He was a gradu-
ate of Woodrow Wilson High School in 
Middletown and served in the Vietnam War 
with the U.S. Army. He was most recently 
employed as a controller with Atlantic Star 
Trailer in Cheshire. Muzik was a member 
of the 3rd and 4th Degree of the Knights of 
Columbus as well as B.P.O. Elks Lodge 771. 

robertA g. converse ’64 of East 
Kingston, NH died December 9, 2016. She 
was a social worker for the state of New 
Hampshire in the Elderly and Adult Services 
Division for many years. 

kAtHryn “kAy” scHrecker wood ’64 of 
Lambertville, MI died August 15, 2016. She 
was a member of Alpha Xi Delta sorority 
at Wesleyan and completed her bachelor’s 
degree in elementary education. She was 
married to Carl R. Wood ’65. She was a 
dedicated teacher throughout her life and 
also owned and operated many businesses 
with her husband. A member of the United 
Methodist Church of Lambertville, she was 
a breast cancer survivor. 

MArlene HecHt ricHArds ’65 of 
Meadville, PA died December 26, 2016. Her 
life’s work in education was in conjunction 
with her husband’s ministry throughout 
western Pennsylvania. Surviving is a daugh-
ter, Sallie D. Richards ’05.

c. sue becker wAllAce ’65 of Tryon, 
NC died November 7, 2016. She taught 
fourth grade for those with physical handi-
caps and worked as a handicap advocate. 
She was active in the Polk County Com-
munity and was also an active member of 
the Columbus United Methodist Church. 
Surviving is her husband of 52 years, Keith 
A. Wallace ’65. 

MAry “MeMe” Porter eAnes ’66 of 
Pflugerville, TX died July 11, 2016. She was 
an active member of Alpha Gamma Delta 
sorority. Known to her friends and family as 
Meme, she was a long-standing volunteer 
in Austin. She served as a broker in the 
Austin real estate community for 38 years 
and was an avid reader, painter, church 
volunteer, and bridge player. 
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kAtHerine HyMAn clArk ’67 of 
Doylestown, PA died September 15, 2016. 
She worked in the insurance industry for 
many years before retiring in 2011.

d. PAul reMAley ii ’67 of Twin Falls, 
ID died August 24, 2016. He graduated 
from Brockway Area High School and later 
attended Wesleyan, where he met his life-
long sweetheart, Sue Clark Remaley ’67. 
Paul graduated from Idaho State University 
with a degree in education and taught in 
the Twin Falls School District for 35 years. 
He was also active in the Filer United 
Methodist Church and was a member of 
Twin Falls Masonic Lodge #45, Twin Falls 
Chapter #29, Order of the Eastern Star, 
Garnet Court Order of the Amaranth, and El 
Korah Shrine. He enjoyed his time work-
ing with the Board of Directors for Pioneer 
Federal Credit Union. 

jAMes fenton tAylor ’67 of Pomeroy, 
OH died February 2, 2016. He earned a 
degree in education, played football as 
an offensive guard, and joined Theta Chi 
fraternity while at Wesleyan. Taylor retired 
in 1998 after serving 31 years for Meigs 
Local School District. He was highly active 
as a youth leader at his home church, New 
Beginnings United Methodist Church in 
Pomeroy. He was also the chairperson of 
the Church Council, a community organizer 
and volunteer with the Prayer Task Force in 
Pomeroy, and a member and supporter of 
the Bend Area Celebrate Recovery Program.

keitH w. frueHAn ’68 of Belton, TX 
died September 3, 2016. He proudly served 
20 years in the U.S. Army retiring as a 
Lt. Colonel (USAR). Following his military 
career, he worked as a Civil Service Educa-
tional Counselor for 22 years at Fort Hood. 
His service career included several tours 
to Kosovo and Germany. Included in his 
major accomplishments were working with 
soldiers at the Army Education Center at 
Fort Hood and serving on the Board of Body 
of Christ Clinic in Belton, TX. He received 
a master’s degree in counseling from Ball 
State University. He attended Lott Presby-
terian Church and is survived by his wife, 
Karen Wilkinson Fruehan ’68.

deborAH g. nelson ’69 of Palm Coast, 
FL died August 20, 2016. A dedicated stu-
dent, she graduated from South Brunswick 
High School at the age of 17 and earned 
her bachelor’s degree from Wesleyan at 
only 21. Shortly after earning her degree, 
she began a long career as a teacher of 
Health and Physical Education in the Anne 
Arundel County School System in Maryland. 
In 2005, after 34 years as a teacher, she 
retired and moved to Florida. 

joHn f. Porter ’71 of Gibsonia, PA 
died October 1, 2016. He is survived by his 
son, James J. Porter ’05. After earning his 
master’s degree in business administration 
at Duquesne University, he worked as a 
Certified Public Accountant. Porter spent 
his entire career with PPG Industries in 
Pittsburgh, PA. He was a brother of Chi Phi 
fraternity and a member of the Wesleyan 
Society. 

rAndAll H. beynon ’72 of Pittsburgh, 
PA died November 14, 2013. He earned his 
Certified Property Manager designation and 
was a former manager of Liberty Center, 
a board member of Beynon and Co., and a 
certified scuba instructor. 

joHn b. tonkin, jr. ’72 of Horner, 
WV died September 6, 2016. John was a 
camp counselor and long-time supporter of 
Camp Mahonegan in Upshur County while 
also serving as a Scout leader in several 
Clarksburg troops. He worked for Consoli-
dated Natural Gas Company and other gas 
companies as an independent oil and gas 
landsman all his adult life. 

weston l. deAn, jr. ’73 of Baltimore, 
MD died May 3, 2015. 

rolAnd “bud” M. brown iii ’74 of 
Westminster, MD died June 7, 2016. He 
received his Master of Divinity degree from 
Wesley Theological Seminary in Wash-
ington, D.C. and became a full-time pastor 
serving in the Baltimore area at St. Paul’s 
and Gaither United Methodist Churches, 
Sykesville, where he retired in 2013. He 
served as chaplain for Sykesville fire and 
police departments and was involved in 
community clubs. 

rAndAll g. MitcHell ’74 of Friend-
swood, TX died November 12, 2016. He 
earned a degree in business and worked for 
MRC Global for 35 years. 

ricHArd e. wAgoner, jr. ’74 of 
Denville, NJ died October 17, 2016. He 
retired in 2014 as a sales manager. He was 
a member of the Church of the Saviour 
Episcopal Church in Denville where he was 
a former warden along with his wife of 42 
years, Candace Leatherberry Wagoner ’74, 
who survives him.

susAn M. godsey ’79 of Indianapolis, 
IN died September 3, 2016. She graduated 
from Buckhannon-Upshur High School and 
earned her nursing degree from Wesleyan. 
She retired as a registered nurse with 
LaRue Carter in 2010. She was a member of 
Hoosier 56 Snow Village Club. 

Polly s. sAy ’80 of Valrico, FL died 
December 3, 2016. She graduated from 
Ford City High School in Ford City, PA. She 
served as a private school counselor and 
a church youth director prior to becom-
ing an investment broker. She was one of 
the founders and an account executive of 
Calton and Associates of Tampa, FL from 
1987 to 2003. As an active church member, 
she served in a number of ways, including 
as a musician, liturgist, catechist, sponsor 
to new church members, and volunteer for 
church events. 

PAMelA oden rowlAnd ’81 of 
Frederick, MD died June 5, 2016. She was 
a member of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in 
Derwood. 

steven t. Zellers ’82 of Houston, TX 
died September 15, 2016. After graduat-
ing from Wesleyan, he became a certified 
public accountant at Arthur Andersen in 
Houston, TX. He continued to hold various 
accounting positions within numerous 
industries, completing his career with 13 
years as Director of Finance at LD Systems.
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joHn j. kelly, iii ’85 of Camden, NJ died 
December 17, 2017. He was a member of 
the Kappa Alpha Fraternity. He competed 
in football, baseball, and basketball from a 
young age through college. He also enjoyed 
running, biking, and racquetball. He was an 
Ironworker for Local 40 and had worked at 
Depository Trust Company in New York and 
Morgan Keegan in Texas. 

frAnk e. williAMs, jr. MbA ’87 of 
Buckhannon, WV died June 26, 2016. 
Williams graduated from Pennsylvania 
State University in mining engineering and 
earned his MBA from Wesleyan. Williams 
served in WWII as a Lieutenant in the Navy. 
He worked alongside his father at Pecks 
Run Coal Company and was owner and 
operator of Upshur Coals in Adrian, WV. 
Williams was a life-long parishioner of St. 
Joseph’s Holy Rosary Catholic Church. He 
served on the Board of Trustees at Wes-
leyan from 1974-1991, was past President 
of the Buckhannon-Upshur Chamber of 
Commerce, and was recognized as Citizen 
of the Year by the Chamber in 1985. He was 
a member of the Buckhannon Rotary Club 
and their Hall of Fame. 

jeffrey w. suMMers ’96 of Buckhan-
non, WV died July 30, 2016. He graduated 
from Buckhannon-Upshur High School in 
1992. Jeff displayed talent in music, art, 
and athletics. 

otHers AssociAted witH wesleyAn

brent A. busH of Wheeling, WV died 
July 2, 2016. He graduated from the Linsly 
Military Institute and earned a bachelor’s 
degree and Juris Doctorate from West 
Virginia University. He was a former Vice 
President for Advancement at Wesleyan. He 
is survived by his son, Michael A. Bush ’10.

MArtHA HAMner dAniel of Buckhan-
non, WV died November 21, 2016. She was 
a longtime member of the Chapel Hill Unit-
ed Methodist Church. Daniel was retired 
from the Registrar’s Office at Wesleyan. 

george H. HAnford, Hon. ’84 of 
Lexington, MA died April 3, 2016. He gradu-
ated from the Fessenden School, Phillips 
Exeter Academy, Harvard College, and 
Harvard Business School. Hanford served 
with the U.S. Navy during World War II. He 
was an assistant dean at Harvard Business 
School and President of The College Board 
in New York City where he served for 32 
years. 

ArcHie r. Poling of Buckhannon, WV 
died October 1, 2016. He was a line type 
operator for the Exponent-Telegram for over 
20 years and retired from Wesleyan’s physi-
cal plant staff as a painter. He loved music 
and was a talented guitar player. 

jAcQueline swAn of Paget Parish, 
Bermuda died July 2, 2016. She is survived 
by her husband, former Premier Sir John W. 
Swan ’60, Hon. ’87. 

This is the memorial list as we know it as 
of December 31, 2016.  We apologize for 
any omission and ask that you please notify 
the Office of Alumni Relations at 
alumni@wvwc.edu or 304-473-8509.
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